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Introduction 
This Character Assessment of the parish of Peakirk covers not only the village of Peakirk but also the satellite 
development along Meadow Road and Foxcovert Road.  

The preparation of this document has relied heavily on the Peterborough City Council Peakirk Conservation Area 
Appraisal Report and Management Plan 2010. Most photographs were taken by members of the planning group. 

This survey was carried out by members of the group during the summer and autumn of 2015. The results were 
collated by members of the group in 2016. 

Purpose 
As part of our Character Assessment of Peakirk, in which we identify features that are important characteristics of our 
parish, we have divided the whole parish into different areas with distinct identities of their own.  

The Character Areas 1- 5 are based on those identified in the Peakirk Conservation Area Appraisal Report and 
Management Plan August 2010, prepared by Planning Services Peterborough City Council. 

Character Areas 6-12 cover settlement not included in the Conservation Area Appraisal and are the result of our on-
site survey work. 

This document aims to identify and explain the elements involved in making the built up areas of the parish and the 
village locally distinctive and underpins our Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan policies. Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan Policy 
PK5 relies on information from this Character Assessment to inform local distinctiveness. 

The objective of this document is to inform decision making, so that plans for all future growth in the parish can be 
made taking into account the setting and character of Peakirk.  

Overview  
Peakirk is a small rural village located 5 miles to the north east of Peterborough and 1 mile east of its neighbouring 
village Glinton. It is currently part of the Peterborough City Council Local Authority area and was historically part of 
‘The Soke of Peterborough’.  

The overall character of the parish is broadly flat open farmland with drainage ditches and sparse hedgerows forming 
field boundaries.  

There are several important watercourses in or near to Peakirk including the River Welland, the Maxey Cut, the South 
Drain and the Folly River which join together just to the north of the parish to become the canalised River Welland.  

The original settlement was clustered around the central core, on a raised area in the bend of the Roman Car Dyke. 
The coming of the railways in the 19th Century encouraged ribbon development along the Glinton road. In the 20th 
Century infill followed this pattern consolidating the layout of the village and confirming its historic pattern. The smaller 
settlements of Foxcovert Road and Meadow Road were houses originally provided as accommodation for local farm 
labourers. 

The Peakirk Conservation Area was designated by Peterborough City Council in 1975 and includes the historic core 
of the village. The boundaries are shown in Map 1 and are defined by the Peakirk Conservation Area Appraisal as:  

To the east: St Pegas Road, turning east on the B1443 and continuing north adjacent to the former Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust Reserve.  

To the south: St Pegas Road.  

To the west: field boundaries adjacent to the Old Rectory and continuing south to St Pegas Road.  

To the north: part of Deeping Road and continuing along a field boundary northwest.  

The Peakirk Wildfowl Gardens was founded by Sir Peter Scott in 1957 on a waterlogged site to the north of the 
village. This was owned and managed by the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust. The site was originally a spring which was 
planted with osier beds and used for gravel extraction, probably during the construction of the railway. The Wildfowl 
Gardens flourished for 30 years but were taken over by the Peterborough Agricultural Society (PAS) in the late 1990s 
when they declined in popularity. The PAS continued to support the gardens until they were sold into private 
ownership in 2003.  
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Map 1 Peakirk Conservation Area in 1975. 

Historic development of the settlement and neighbouring area. 
Peakirk is located on the Fen edge, with good access, historically, to the resources of both well drained agricultural 
land and fen; archaeological evidence suggests that the area around the present village has been used by people for 
over 4,000 years.  

Early settlement is likely to have been located on the higher ground to the south and west of the Car Dyke, a Roman 
watercourse, excavated possibly in the 1st or 2nd century AD, which follows the 5m contour around the present village. 
There is also evidence of Roman occupation within the area of the present village, but following their withdrawal from 
Britain in the early 5th century, this seems to have been abandoned.  

In the early 8th century, St Pega, the sister of St Guthlac of Crowland, is said to have set up a hermitage to the east of 
the Car Dyke, on a site now occupied by a medieval chapel (converted to domestic use in the late 20th century), but 
there is no evidence of Anglo-Saxon occupation to the west of the Car Dyke, within the present village, until the mid 
9th century. 

The earliest documentary reference to the village is in a charter of 1016, a grant of land in Peakirk by King Edmund II 
(Edmund Ironside), to a new minster, presumed to be the church here, the earliest fabric of which dates to that period. 

Peakirk is a low lying settlement and drainage issues have always been a priority. In 1539 the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries caused the neglect of the channels which took away the flood water around this area. The result was a 
general flooding of ‘The Great Level’, which affected the land to the east of Peakirk and remained a problem until the 
1630s when Dutch drainage engineer, Cornelius Vermuyden, was commissioned to plan the drainage of Deeping 
Fen.  

In 1653, it is thought that, using Scottish and Dutch prisoners of War, the River Welland from Deeping St James to 
Spalding was widened and deepened to reinforce the North Level [the north part of the Great Level] and reclaim the 
land for agriculture.  

By 1700 the land was again flooded as the drains and sluices were not properly maintained and local commissioners 
were appointed to improve and maintain the main roads and commons and drain the fen marshes to win new 
agricultural land. They were greatly helped by the advent of the Windmill and Horsemill pumps  

The Inclosure Act of 1809 made it possible to enclose the open fields and common land around Peakirk including 
Long Meadow and Moor. The allotment of land to individuals was recorded on the Inclosure map of 1819. The 
landscape changed as paths or baulks between open fields were re- routed and the open landscape was replaced by 
hedges and hedgerow trees surrounding small fields.  

The Industrial Revolution brought steam power to the area in 1820, which made possible the excavation of deeper 
drains, such as South Drain and North Drain. These could be cut and mechanically maintained, finally leading to the 
reliable draining of the fenland.  
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However, until the mid 19th Century, Peakirk was a relatively isolated, small, rural agricultural settlement. This 
changed with the coming of the railway between Peterborough and Spalding in 1848. Borough Fen Decoy, the oldest 
remaining Duck Decoy, a few miles up the road, was kept profitable by supplying ducks, widgeon and teal to the 
London markets by train. This lead to the opening up of the land for agriculture and commerce, which meant more 
people and more houses.  

New houses were built southwards along St Pegas Rd towards Glinton and on the north side of Chestnut close. Other 
Victorian houses were added on the Thorney Road. Some impressive buildings such as the railway station and The 
Grange were built, suggesting a rise in local importance of the village.  

In 1831 there were 55 people in employment, 39 of which were farmers or labourers. In 1881 there were 124 people 
in employment in Peakirk, 27 of which worked in agriculture. 

The 20th Century has seen the biggest increase in development with 56% or 69 houses in the parish being built since 
1915. 64 of these were built in the 2nd part of the 20th Century. The character of the village has changed, with most 
older, smaller properties being modernized and extended, semi detached cottages have been knocked into one home 
and traditional building materials like Collyweston slate and stone have been replaced by factory made brick and 
concrete roof tiles. The 2011 census showed that there were many more houses [21] with 5 or more bedrooms than 
with one bedroom [4] 

Modern day Peakirk is largely a commuter village. Most people have at least one car [69%] and use them to travel to 
work outside the parish. This has resulted in an ‘urbanization’ of the street scene with tarmac pavements, concrete 
kerbs and numerous traffic signs. There is easy access to Peterborough station, which is 50minutes from Kings 
Cross.  

However, its character as a small rural village, separate from other local villages like Glinton a mile to the west and the 
urban area of Werrington about two miles to the south, is something to protect for future generations.  

Listed Buildings 
Within the village, there are 16 listed buildings, which make up less than 11% of the buildings in the village. 

Church of St Pega Grade 1  
No 3 Chestnut Close Grade II  
No 5 Chestnut Close Grade II 
No 7 Chestnut Close Grade II 
The Goshams Grade II 
The Hermitage (chapel) Grade II 
The Old Rectory and Rectory Cottage Stables 
adjoining and to east of Old Rectory Grade II 

Village Cross  Grade II 
No 6 St Pegas Road (The Corner House)  Grade II 
No 8 St Pegas Road Grade II 
Ruddy Duck PH  Grade II 
Greystones (formerly Peakirk House) Grade II* 
Gates immediately east of Greystones  Grade II 
The Grange (formerly The Cottage) & garden 
railings Grade II 

No 1 St Pegas Road (Weststones) Grade II 
Former Railway Station Grade II 
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Buildings of Local Importance 
The above information is taken from the Buildings of Local Importance in Peterborough March 2013 Peterborough 
City Council. 

‘Buildings and structures that are nationally important for their architectural or historic interest are ‘Statutory Listed’, 
and more commonly known as ‘Listed Buildings’. Peterborough has many buildings which, although they do not meet 
the national criteria for listing, are locally distinctive, and make a significant contribution to the historical, architectural 
and social character of our city, its villages and countryside.   

The criteria were adapted from Government criteria for the selection of listed buildings, to reflect buildings and 
structures of local rather than national significance. Buildings have been included on the ‘Local List’ if they met one or 
more of the headline criteria:  

Age and rarity   Historic interest   Architectural interest   Historic street fabric   

There are no additional statutory controls applying to ‘locally listed’ buildings. Planning policy encourages the retention 
and protection of the special character of these buildings.   

The ‘locally listed’ buildings in our Neighbourhood Area are: 

1. Peakirk St Pegas Granary St Pegas Road  

 
Reason for selection:  
Rare surviving railway warehouse outside Peterborough, once part of the former Peakirk railway station and goods 
yard. The building retains much of its original fabric and detailing. The position and scale of the building makes this a 
prominent local landmark. Locally distinctive building.  

Description  
Rectangular plan. Three storeys built in light red stock brick with blue engineering brick for dressings and decoration. 
A wide shallow Welsh slate roof with projecting eaves on rafters. Brick dentil course to eaves with plain bargeboard to 
gable. Projecting brick pillar strips to side elevations forming eight bays, and three bays to gable. Projecting brick band 
below apex to gable. Each bay with a 12 light metal window, slightly curved head, to first and second floor with blue 
brick segmental arch and cills. Circular blue brick window to gable. Symmetrical steps to entrance with railing. Double 
timber doors with timber doors to loading bay above. Cast iron rainwater goods. Some alterations to windows to gable  

Local List Ref Ne1  

Group value Yes  

Selection criteria A2 B3 C6 

Construction date mid 19th c 

Use Public house 
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2. Peakirk Water trough commemorating reign Of Queen Victoria, 3a St Pegas Road  

 
Reason for selection  
An unusual piece of street furniture, which contributes to local distinctiveness and the character of the conservation 
area.  

Description  
Stone water trough. Basin now planted. Believed to have been repositioned. Inscribed on the basin as: ‘1837 
VICTORIA 1901 ERECTED BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION’  

Local List Ref P3  

Group value No 

Selection criteria A2 B3 C6 D1 D2 

Construction date late 19th c 

Use Water trough 

3. Peakirk Village water pumps near village cross and junction of Thorney Road / St Pegas 
Road  

   
Reason for selection  
Locally distinctive and important historic features in the centre of the village. Rare surviving examples of Victorian 
water pumps that provided a reliable water supply. Positive features of the conservation area.  
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Description  
Cast iron water pumps. Pump handles missing. None in use.  

Local List Ref P2  

Group value No 

Selection criteria A2 B1 C6 D1 D2 

Construction date 1901 

Use Water pump 

Stone Walls 
Stone walls are important to the character of Peakirk. Historically they have been in evidence since the Saxons used 
them to mark out small fields close to the settlement to keep cattle safe and grow food to eat. 

The 1812 Enclosure map shows a patchwork of fields close to the village street. A cottage or small farm is likely to 
have been part of each one and the home closes were possibly enclosed by stone walls. The small grass field 
between 18 and 26 St Pegas Rd is likely to have been one of these home closes and is it is still marked by a stone 
wall. 

It is also likely that the whole frontage of St Pegas Rd was, at one time enclosed by stone walls, but these have been 
moved and re-built as development has taken place. 

 

Inclosure Map of Peakirk 1812c 
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Stone wall forming the current boundary of Meadow’s Field. 
Approaching the village. 
Peakirk has three entrances when approaching the village by road. These vary from the wooded entrances in the 
north and east to the more open approach in the south. 

The main approach on foot is along Rectory Lane. This was historically a footpath linking the churches of Peakirk and 
Glinton. The village edge is well defined in the north and west by mature trees, but more open in the south. The 
eastern boundary is formed by the Spalding to Peterborough railway. 

The satellite settlements of Meadow Rd and Foxcovert Road have no visual link with the main part of the village. 
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 Peakirk Character Areas 1-10 
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Character Area 1: St Pegas Rd from Pumping Station to No 21. 
General overview of character 
This is an area of ribbon development, forming the entrance to the village from Glinton, with the 19th, 20th and 
21st century buildings set out along a relatively straight carriageway. There is little evidence of the historic 
building beyond. 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes The B1443 Glinton to Peakirk road carries on through the area into the rest of 
the village. 

Green and natural features 

 

There are some large species of trees planted along the grass verges in this 
area. There are also smaller growing species, all of which add to the feeling of 
enclosure. Some trees, such as Willows may be inappropriate in these 
positions and their replacement with more suitable species would be 
supported. This end of the village is less wooded than the northern end and 
would benefit from planting of suitable species. There are mature hedges, 
mainly conifer and privet, in front of several houses. The grass verge between 
the house boundary and the carriageway is an important rural feature of this 
area. 

Landmarks No outstanding landmarks. There are yellow streetlights, telephone wires and 
electric cables on the footpath. There is a Peakirk village sign near the end of 
the village adjacent to a postbox. 

Land use 

 

This is an area of housing. All houses are set back from the road with private 
drives behind hedges and fences, except No 19, which is a 3-storey block of 
flats with no boundary enclosure. 

Mill Close (CA8), The Sanderlings (CA9), and Penwald Court (CA10) are cul-
de-sacs to the east and are detailed separately. 

Buildings and details 
 

Height There are 22 two-storey houses in a variety of styles, 5 bungalows and 1 
three-storey house, divided into flats 

Scale These are mainly 19th and 20th C buildings, several on subdivided plots 

Spacing Some of the houses are semi-detached and some free standing. About half 
of the houses are larger free standing family homes. The infill development 
formed by subdividing plots that have already limited frontages markedly 
detracts from the general character and rhythm of the frontages, particularly 
the east frontage. 

Layout This is the main road into the village from Glinton and all houses front onto 
this road. There are three modem cul-de-sacs with entrances on the east 
side, The Sanderlings, Mill Close and Penwald Court. These mark a 
different form of development to the frontage development of the previous 
100 years.  

The many driveways along St Pegas Rd serve the houses set back from the 
road and have a grass verge on both sides.  

Orientation All buildings face northwest or southeast. 

Rooflines Rooflines are similar, apart from one new house on the eastern side, which 
stands out above the general profile. 

Design Typical 20th C mass-produced design with small green areas between the 
road and the front of the house. Several of the houses are more modern in 
appearance. 

Building materials Most are brick but some are rendered. Roofs are slate or concrete tiles. 
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Streetscape features 
 

Scale. Fairly straight rural village single carriageway road with defined boundaries. 

Design Tarmac surfacing with concrete kerbs. 

Footways, Part of the eastern side has no footpath along the road. 

Open spaces. There are no open spaces in this area, but views into the open fields beyond 
down two gateways on the western side. There is a small area of grass 
outside the old police house. 

Methods of Enclosure Mainly brick walls or hedges. On the whole the houses are not particularly 
enclosed from public view, although, a couple are hidden by large hedges. 

Summary of Characteristics  
Positives  
Open views on to farmland. 
A variety of different sized semi-detached and detached houses to meet various requirements 
Negatives  
No continuous footpath on eastern side 
One new house on the eastern side stands out above the general profile. 

 
View 1 Looking towards Glinton showing 
the open fields separating Peakirk from 
Glinton 

 
View 2 Looking between the houses along 
St Pegas Road to open fields 

 
View 3 The variety of housing located in 
Peakirk Character Area 1 

 
View 4 Typical houses along St Pegas Rd 
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Character Area 2: St Pegas Rd from The Warehouse to No: 10. 
General overview of character 
This area covers the middle section of St Pegas Rd from the Old Granary Warehouse to just past the Ruddy Duck 
public house. 
The southern section has a Victorian character; this group of building includes the Granary, the Station, the 
Grange and the Old Post Office. 
There is some 20th C infill and then Peakirk House forms a "gateway" to the older village core. As the road curves 
around, the historic village centre comes into view, with the Ruddy Duck public house on the left. 

Listed Buildings 

Greystones (formerly Peakirk House) Grade II* 
Gates immediately east of Greystones  Grade II 
The Grange (formerly The Cottage) & garden 
railings Grade II 

Ruddy Duck PH  Grade II 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes St Pegas Rd is the B1443. It can be busy at times when rat run traffic uses the 
road to access Peterborough. There is a constant problem of speeding traffic. 

The Mallards [CA7] and Bull Lane are cul-de-sacs for access only. 

Green and natural features 

 

There are several important hedges and trees in this area. The hedges along 
the boundary with the Grange [18] and in front of 6 The Park are Leylandii up 
to 3m tall. There are several large Yew hedges along this area especially at 8 
The Park, and 14 St Pegas. There is substantial mixed native hedging around 
the entrance to the Sanderlings, which forms the boundary of the Car Dyke. 
The boundaries of The Grange [18] and along the boundary of 20 and 18a St 
Pegas Rd are mainly mature conifers. 

There are several large tree species. The Evergreen Oak on the Greystones 
(Peakirk House) frontage was probably planted in Victorian times and forms an 
important part of the character of this area. There are also mature trees in 
several different places fronting the road, which, add greatly to the rural 
character of the village. 

Landmarks Peakirk house (pictured below) with its elaborate railings and gates is the 
largest landmark in this area. There are electric and phone cables and sodium 
streetlights along this section of road. 

Land use 

 

With the exception of the Ruddy Duck public house and the Village Hall, all the 
buildings are residential. The field behind the wall on St Pegas Rd [Meadow’s 
Field] is permanent pasture [See Landscape Character Area 17] 

 
Peakirk House 
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12 
Buildings and details 

 

Height A mixture of single and two storey houses 

Scale Adjacent to St Pegas Rd in this area, there are 20 two-storey houses, [13 
modern, 6 Victorian and 2 built in the 1800s] plus the Ruddy Duck public 
house, 5 modern bungalows in The Park area, with 1 more, further south and 
the Village Hall built in the 1970's. There are also 2 modem houses behind 
Peakirk House. The Mallards is a modern estate on the eastern side and Bull 
Lane is a cul-de-sac by the Ruddy Duck with 1 modem house, 1 modern 
bungalow, 2 houses built in the 1800s including the house on the comer with St 
Pegas Rd. 

Spacing A variety of spacing due to the variety of houses and gardens.  

Layout This is the main road into the village from Glinton and all houses apart from 
those in Bull Lane and those behind Peakirk House, front onto this road. This is 
a section of mainly ribbon development with 20th C infill away from the road 
frontage. There are 2 cul-de-sac areas off the main road, The Mallards [PCA7] 
and Bull Lane. The stonewall and fields [LCA17] between the Grange [18 St 
Pegas Rd] and 26 St Pegas Rd give a glimpse of the more open nature of the 
19th village street and show the connection between settlement and 
landscape. The combination of the curved alignment of the road with natural 
stone walls on the west side, together with the artificial stone walls on the east 
and the hedges and trees on the boundaries create a strong sense of 
enclosure. Greystones (Peakirk House), the Ruddy Duck and adjoining stone 
properties encourage you to look forward into the historic core to the north. The 
houses on the western side of St Pegas Rd are in the Conservation Area. 

Orientation Northwest or southeast on St Pegas Road. Those on Bull Lane face east or 
west 

Rooflines The rooflines vary from single storey bungalows to two storey houses of 
slightly differing dimensions 

Design Some older stone houses and modem bungalows 

Building materials Stone and brick built houses with slate, Collyweston or pantile roofs 

Streetscape features 
Scale A mixture of 18thand 19th C buildings with 20th C infill gives a feeling of a linear 

space. 

Design A mixture of old stone built and more modem brick built infill 

Footways Footpath on both sides of St Pegas Road and on the right had side of Bull 
Lane 

Open spaces 

 

The only space is the field behind the stone wall between the Grange [18] and 
No. 26 [LCA17] This is not publicly accessible but provides open views across 
the fields right from the middle of the village. This is also in the Conservation 
Area. 

Methods of Enclosure 

 

Walls almost continuously enclosed the frontage along St Pegas Road 
historically. Substantial infill housing has resulted in several new openings for 
car drives in the walls, in some places the walls have been replaced entirely by 
hedges. The remaining stonewalls are very important in defining gardens and 
old boundaries. Several have probably existed for hundreds of years being 
built and rebuilt over time. The walls evident in Peakirk today were probably 
built as boundaries for the large 19th and 20th Century houses. Modem low 
brick walls form the boundaries of the 5 bungalows in The Park. The Grange 
and Peakirk House have iron railings 
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Summary of Characteristics 
Positives 
The area comprises old heritage characterful buildings. 
The retention of natural features including the stone wall and open fields behind. 
Negatives 
None 
 
 
 
 

 
View 1 Looking north up St Pegas Rd from the 
corner towards the monument. This is the 
southern gateway to the historic core of the 
village as identified by the Peakirk 
Conservation Area Appraisal 2010 

 
View 2 Looking south along St Pegas Rd 
towards the Ruddy Duck from the comer of St 
Pegas Rd. This view is identified as of value in 
the Peakirk Conservation Area appraisal 2010.  

 
View 3 looking south west on St Pegas 
Rd from the corner towards Glinton 
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A variety of housing in Character Area 2 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Village Hall 
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Character Area 3: The Memorial Square. 
General overview of character 
This area serves the purpose of the central square of the village, however, it is more triangular in shape and the 
central focus is the small green area with the memorial cross celebrating the life of a past parish vicar. 

Listed Buildings 

Village Cross  Grade II 
No 6 St Pegas Road (The Corner House)  Grade II 
No 8 St Pegas Road Grade II 
No 1 St Pegas Road (Weststones) Grade II 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes This is the main road junction of the village. The B1443 turns the comer east 
towards Thorney and the unclassified road to Deeping carries straight on. 

Green and natural features 

 

The village green is a prominent open space with a dominant Yew hedge 
separating it from the road. It has several mature Horse Chestnut trees on the 
northern boundary and a variety of younger trees on all other boundaries. The 
Jubilee Oak was planted on the eastern boundary in 2014 to mark the Queen's 
Golden Jubilee. In front of 1 St Pegas Road there is an area of grass 
containing two Silver Birch trees and one Cherry tree. 

Landmarks The Village Cross is the most notable village landmark. There is also a bus 
shelter and village sign at the entrance to the village green. There is a mature 
Silver Birch planted here. 

Land use 

 

Housing with open green spaces and gardens fronting the bungalows to the 
east.  

Buildings and details 

Height Variety of heights including single storey and two storey builds. 

Scale Mixture of 17th, 18th and 19th and 20th C builds 

Spacing Houses are very close together and most, especially the stone buildings, front 
onto the footpath 

Layout Two of the sides of the area offer a strong sense of enclosure. There are 
several older stone buildings adjacent to the footpath on the west, north and 
east sides of St Pegas Road.  

The bungalows on the east frontage are less dominant and allow the boundary 
to be weaker on this side. The stone built house on the corner of Rectory Lane 
and Chestnut Close forms the northwest corner. The stone built houses on the 
corner of the Thorney Road frame the view towards the village boundary. 
Towards the south, the roads merge which takes the eye into Character Area 
2. There are has stone built houses to the west and two detached rendered 
houses to the east. 

Orientation West, east and south facing. 

Rooflines Vary due to the different building heights, the stone buildings dominating the 
skyline, whilst the bungalows have a much lower profile 

Design Many older properties but including 17th,I8th,19th and 20th Century builds 
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Building materials West side: No.6 St Pegas Road: 18th Century; stone with modem concrete tiled 
roof and modem windows;( listed Grade II).  

South of No. 6, and adjoining it, are No's 8 and 8a: early 19th Century, 
converted from agricultural buildings; stone built with Collyweston stone roof, 
(listed Grade II).  

Northwest comer; mid-19th Century stone built cottage, listed Grade II.  

North side; 19th Century, stone built pair of semi-detached houses.  

East, No.1 St Pegas Road; 17th or 18th C stone built house with Collyweston 
stone roof; listed Grade II. South of this are two brick built modern bungalows, 
Nos. 3 and 5 St Pegas Road. 

Streetscape features 

Scale This area feels like an open, small scale space with well defined boundaries. 

Design Mixed ages. The streetscape includes lampposts, the village sign, the 
memorial cross and water pumps. The drinking trough erected as a memorial 
to Queen Victoria is on the east side of St Pegas Rd 

Footways, Footpath on each side of each road. Tarmac surfacing with concrete kerbing. 

Open spaces There is a central triangular green area containing the memorial and a small 
green space near the bus stop. 

Methods of enclosure A mixture of stonewalls, hedging and fencing. Most houses are clearly visible 
from the road. 

Summary of Characteristics 

Positives 
Centre of the village exhibiting strong characterful historic setting 
Negatives 
There are many different road markings and signposts, all of which detract from the character of this central area. 
 

 
View 1 Looking south up St Pegas Rd  
in the snow. 
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View 2 Looking towards Rectory Lane in 
the snow. 

 
View 3 Looking north towards the village 
cross and the junction of Thorney Road 

 
View 4 Looking towards Chestnut Close 
from the monument. 

 
View 5 Aerial View of the Memorial 
Square 



Peakirk2030Character Assessment Sept 2016 20 

Character Area 4: Rectory Lane, The Church and Chestnut Close.  
General overview of character 
This is the heart of the historic settlement and the Conservation Area. 
This area used to have more houses. In 1953 a large stone house was recorded on the southern edge of the area. 
It was knocked down to allow for the widening of the road. There were also cottages on the west and north sides 
of Chestnut Close.  
Chestnut Close provided the main road from Northborough into the village centre. The current road was just a 
narrow track. 
Rectory Lane was the main path to Glinton and the fields between the two settlements. The older houses front 
right onto the road but the modem buildings have small front gardens. 
The churchyard is quite hidden and separate behind mature planting, but this would have been more open in past 
years, but the Rectory has always been more isolated from the centre of the village. The mature trees probably 
planted in the 19th Century emphasize this in today's street scene.  
This may also have been the site of an earlier Manor House. 

Listed Buildings 

Church of St Pega Grade 1  
No 3 Chestnut Close Grade II  
No 5 Chestnut Close Grade II 
No 7 Chestnut Close Grade II 
The Old Rectory and Rectory Cottage Stables 
adjoining and to east of Old Rectory Grade II 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes Rectory lane on leaving St Pegas road is straight and narrow and leads on to a 
farming track and Public Right of Way that links Peakirk to Glinton. Chestnut 
Close sweeps around the village green and back onto St Pegas Road 

Green and natural features 

 

This area is dominated by mature trees and the village green. 

On the village green there are a mixture of mature trees and recently planted 
ones. These are dominated by the large Horse Chestnut on the side of 
Chestnut Close but other planting includes thorn, Chestnut and Whitebeam. 
There is a large Holm Oak towards the junction of Chestnut Close with the 
main road. In the churchyard there are many mature trees including Beech, 
Sycamore, Yew and Holly. The Rectory has a mature tree belt boundary 
consisting mainly of Sycamore, Yew, Holm Oak and Beech, 

Landmarks The Village Green is a well-maintained piece of communal land, owned by the 
Parish Council. St Pegas Church can be glimpsed on the left hand side 
through the planting along Chestnut Close. It is Grade 1 listed and houses 
some important medieval wall paintings.  

Land use 

 

This is the central historic housing area. The village green is used for a variety 
of recreational events in the village. It also houses a small children's play area. 
Rectory lane is lit by old-fashioned orange street lighting for the majority of its 
length, whilst Chestnut Close, is lit by white LEDs which are less intrusive. The 
electricity cables have been recently put underground to remove them from 
site, but telephone cables still are on show. 

Buildings and details 

Height All dwellings on Chestnut Close are two-storey. On Rectory lane there is a 
mixture of two-story and further along more modern single-storey bungalows 

Scale The houses along Chestnut Close are mostly 19th C builds. Along Rectory 
Lane there is a mixture of 18th 19thC buildings and more modern 20th C 
bungalows. 

Spacing The houses along Rectory Lane are close together with smaller gardens or 
courtyards. The more modem bungalows have small front gardens which give 
a more spacious appearance 
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Layout The main roads are Rectory Lane and Chestnut Close. These are narrow, well 
enclosed roads with buildings and walls on the pavement edge. Houses are 
arranged along either side of Rectory lane but are mainly arranged along the 
western edge of Chestnut Close as one side is bounded by the Village Green 

Orientation The houses along Rectory lane face north or south. The houses along 
Chestnut close face in most directions as the road curves around the green. 
Some face southeast and others east or southwest 

Rooflines Rooflines vary along Rectory Lane as the two-story build become single 
storey. 

Design 18th and 19th C design for buildings along Rectory Lane. Chestnut Close 
contains a mixture of old properties of brick or stone. Numbers 3,5 and 7 are 
Grade II listed. Towards the end of Rectory Lane there are some 20th C 
Bungalows. The Old Rectory is situated down a drive off this road and is Grade 
II listed. There is a new brick house opposite the bungalows, set back from the 
road. 

Building materials Stone and brick built cottages alone Chestnut Close and the start of Rectory 
Lane. More modern brick built bungalows at the end of Rectory Lane. 

Streetscape features 

Scale Rectory lane is a narrow and straight lane, whilst Chestnut close bends around 
the village green exiting onto the main Deeping road.  

Design Tarmac surfacing with concrete kerbing. 

Footways Rectory lane has a footpath on both sides and Chestnut close has a footpath 
on its western edge. 

Open spaces The churchyard and the village green are important open spaces. 

Methods of Enclosure Many houses on Chestnut Close front onto the footpath, but a couple of larger 
houses, which are set back, are bounded by fences. Rectory Lane similarly 
has houses fronting onto the footpath but the modern bungalows are set 
behind small walls 

Summary of Characteristics 

Positives 
Open views on to farmland along Rectory Lane. 
Comprised of mainly characterful old buildings displaying the village history. 
Negatives 
None 
 

 
Grade 1 Listed parish church dedicated to St Pega.   
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View 1 Looking south towards the village 
across the fields at the end of Rectory 
lane 

  

View 2 Looking east up Rectory Lane 
towards St Pegas Rd. 

 
View 4 Looking across the village green 
towards a row of Grade II listed cottages 
on the northern edge of Chestnut Close. 

 
View 5 Looking north down Chestnut 
Close from Rectory Lane. 

 
View 3 Looking west up Chestnut Close from the  
Deeping Road. 
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Character Area 5: Thorney Road [formerly Gatehouse Road] and Deeping 
Road. 
General overview of character 
The approaches to the village from the north and east are very different in character from the southern approach 
outlined in Character Area 1. 
The Deeping Road approach is heavily wooded as the Old Wildfowl Trust [LCA14] forms the boundary of the village 
on the eastern side of the approach. There are also mature trees in the Hermitage field [LCA 15B] 
Mature trees on either side of the road also mark the approach from the Thorney Road. As you approach from the 
flat fenland of Newborough, the wooded areas of Corporation Bank [LCA23] on the right and Meadow Road [CA11] 
on the left, signal a change in landscape from the open fen to the village. 

Listed Buildings 

The Goshams Grade II 
The Hermitage (chapel) Grade II 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes These areas lead onto the main junction between the B1443 and the Deeping 
Road and can be very busy when people are going to work and returning in the 
evening, as it is a popular cut through route. 

Green and natural features 

 

This end of the village is heavily wooded. Both gateways into the village have 
trees where there are no houses. On the left coming into the village from 
Deeping is the Old Wildfowl Trust site [LCA14], which still has the ponds once 
forming the village attraction. On the right is the village green with mature 
trees. 

There is a green space near the village bus shelter with various signs and a 
mature Silver Birch.  

Landmarks The village sign on the green space by the bus stop [as shown on the front 
cover] is synonymous with the village of Peakirk. 

Land use 

 

Both of these areas are made up of a mixture of old and new housing with 
extensive green areas and mature planting giving well defined gateways to the 
Conservation Area. There is yellow street lighting along both roads. 

Buildings and details 

Height All dwellings on Deeping Road are two-storey. On Thorney Road there is a 
mixture of two storey houses and bungalows 

Scale The houses along Deeping Road consist of 18th, 19th  and 20th C builds. Along 
Thorney Road there are 19th and 20th C buildings and bungalows. 

Spacing The houses along Deeping Road are quite close together although many have 
large gardens. The more modem bungalows on Thorney Road have smaller 
front gardens. 

Layout Houses are arranged along either side of Deeping Road and Thorney Road.  

On the left of the Deeping Road is an old chapel now forming part of The 
Hermitage, a private dwelling and on the right is the Hermitage field [LCA15B]. 
As you come further north along St Pegas Road some of the older houses that 
form the historic core of the village come into view. 

Orientation The houses along Deeping Rd face northeast or southwest. The houses along 
Thorney Road northwest and southeast. 

Roof lines Rooflines vary along Deeping Road as the houses vary in style and age. Along 
Thorney Road the mixture of different styled bungalows and two storey houses 
also give a varied roofline. 
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Design Some of the houses on Deeping Road are amongst the oldest properties in the 
village but this area also includes 19th C houses. Along Thorney Road the mix 
is more modern. Both roads are important parts of the Conservation Area. 

Building materials Predominately stone built houses along Deeping Road. More modem brick 
built houses and bungalows along Thorney Road. 

Streetscape features 

Scale The Deeping Road approach to the village from Northborough is through a 
sharp double bend, which marks the natural boundary of development.  

The B1443 approach from Thorney is on a gentle curve through the wooded 
area [LCA23 &24] over the Folly River [LCA22] and the railway line. Once over 
the railway line, the northern side of the road is bounded by the mature trees of 
the Old Wildfowl Trust [LCA14] and on the southern side by the 1960s 
development of Firdale Close [CA6]. 

Design The Thorney Road is a B road with tarmac surfacing. The Deeping Road is 
unclassified. Both have yellow street lighting. 

Footways 

 

The Deeping Road has a footpath on the eastern side allowing access to the 
Old Wildfowl Trust site [LCA14]. The Thorney road has a footpath on the 
northern side up to the entrance to Firdale Close [CA6]. 

Open spaces 

 

The Hermitage field [LCA15b] provides open space to the west of the Deeping 
Road. The northern edge of the Thorney Road is marked by the boundary and 
entrance onto the Old Wildfowl Trust site [LCA14]. 

Methods of enclosure 

 

Both roads have a mixture of stone and brick walls enclosing mainly small front 
gardens. 

Summary of Characteristics 

Positives 
The two gateways offer well defined entrances into the village from Deeping and Thorney. 
Negatives 
Lack of safe footpaths linking the village to countryside walks and Meadow Road. 
 
 

 
View 1 Looking west along Thorney Road  
towards St Pega's Road  
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View 2 Looking north along Deeping 
Road towards the Old Wildfowl Trust Site. 

  

View 3 Looking east from St Pega's Road 
along Thorney Road towards the 
entrance to Firdale Close. 

 

 

View 4 Looking east along Thorney Road 

 
View 5 Aerial View along Thorney Road 
towards the railway line. 

 
View 6 Looking south along Deeping 
Road towards the village green. 
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Victorian cottages along Thorney Road 

 
Road frontages along Thorney Road 

 

 
The corner of St Pegas Rd and Thorney 
Road 
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Character Area 6: Firdale Close 

General overview of character 
Firdale Close is accessed from the B1443 Thorney Road. There are 21 chalet style houses all of a similar design. 
Some of the houses back onto the railway line that cuts through the village. The houses are either detached or semi 
detached. The chalet bungalows are widely spaced with areas of open green space and driveways for parking in 
front of each house. It is a pleasant 1970’s style cul-de-sac on the edge of the village before the railway line. 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes This is a cul-de sac with no pedestrian through routes. 

Green and natural features 

 

There is a large green space at the entrance to the estate with several large 
mature Cherry trees. The houses all have open plan front gardens giving an 
impression of an open and spacious place to live. 

Landmarks There are no landmarks.  

Land use 21 chalet bungalows each with their own driveway and parking space 

Buildings and details 

Height All dwellings in Firdale Close are the same height, one and a half story chalet 
bungalows of similar design. 

Scale The houses look small scale set in the generous open space.  

Spacing The houses are well spaced out and have long front drives and well 
proportioned back gardens. 

Layout Houses are arranged along the cul-de-sac. 

Orientation The houses face southeast or north west. 

Roof lines Rooflines are the same as all houses are the same design. 

Design All the houses in the close are of a similar design. They were probably built in 
the 1970s. The houses are all on spacious plots and all have sufficient parking 
which means that cars do not obstruct the footpaths and roadways as in other 
parts of the village. 

Building materials Buff coloured brick houses with dark wooden fascia and concrete tiled roofs. 

Streetscape features 

Scale Open and spacious feel to the estate. 

Design  Tarmac surfacing. LED streetlights recently added to replace old yellow ones. 

Footways, Tarmac footpaths on either side of the cul-de-sac, with concrete kerbing. 

Open spaces There is a large green space at the entrance of the cul-de-sac with several 
mature trees, including Cherries. 

Methods of Enclosure Open plan grass area with some small shrub borders at the front of each 
house,. 

Summary of Characteristics 

Positives 
Houses are well spaced with adequate space for parking and good footpath access. 
Negatives 
Work to bring the houses up to current insulation standards may be needed in some cases. 
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View 1 looking towards Firdale Close from the 
Thorney Road 

 
View 2 Looking up Firdale Close from the Thorney 
Road entrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
View 3 The large green space located at the 
entrance to Firdale Close 

 
View 4 The Firdale Close green space looking 
towards the Thorney Road. 
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Character Area 7: The Mallards  
General overview of character 
This includes the old railway Station House and six modern large executive houses with average 
sized gardens. 

Listed Buildings. 

Former Railway Station Grade II 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes This road is a cul-de-sac. 

Green and natural features Semi mature trees and hedges in front gardens. Small areas of grass. 

Landmarks The Former Railway Station at the entrance to the Mallards. This estate was 
built on the old station yard. 

Land use The road, houses and their gardens take up all of the land in the cul-de-sac. 
The road sweeps around from St Pegas Road in a southwest direction.  

Buildings and Details 

Height All dwellings, with the exception of the Former Railway Station, are 2 storey 
houses of a similar design at the same height. The Former Railway Station is a 
taller structure than the other houses in The Mallards. 

Scale There are six large/medium detached houses in their own surroundings. They 
are 20th C builds. The Former Railway Station is Victorian. 

Spacing The houses in The Mallards are quite well spaced with large size plots for each 
property. Each has front and rear gardens and adequate space for off road 
parking. 

Layout Houses are arranged along either side of The Mallards. The Former Railway 
Station is situated at the entrance to The Mallards on the corner.- 

Orientation The houses face north or south. 

Roof lines The rooflines are all the same. The Former Railway Station has its own unique 
historic roofline, typical of a Victorian railway station. 

Design 20th C executive style houses all very similar. 

Building materials The houses are all built in Bradstone. They are large executive houses with 
concrete tiled roofs. They have dark brown window frames 

Streetscape features 

Scale Single access road with no markings. 

Design  Tarmac surfacing to the roadway. No street lighting. 

Footways, None 

Open spaces No significant open spaces 

Methods of enclosure Most houses are enclosed by low Bradstone walls 
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Summary of Characteristics 
Positives 
Pleasant well spaced cul-de-sac with plenty of off road parking. 
Negatives 
Very close to the railway line. No footpath. 

 
 

 

View 1 The Mallards looking south from the 
old Station House. 

 

View 2 The Former Railway Station from St 
Pegas Road. 

 
View 3 Looking across towards The 
Mallards from St Pegas Rd. 
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Character Area 8: Mill Close 
General overview of character 
Until the late 20th century this area was entirely industrial in character, servicing the railway and station, but is 
now mixed industry (mechanics and car repairs) and housing. The road forms an L, with the entrance to Mill 
Close on the southeast side of St Pegas Road, between The Granary (a former warehouse) to the southwest 
and modern houses fronting St Pegas Road to the north. The entrance to the industrial area in the northeast is 
at the corner of Mill Close, as it turns southwest. On the southeast side of the road are three substantial modern 
houses backing onto the railway. The road rises slightly from St Pegas Road. 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes This is a short access road, with entrance to industrial area at the east 
corner with housing beyond. 

Green and natural features Mature trees line the south of the access road, and the west side where it 
turns south. There are plants and shrubs to the front of the three houses, 
and there is a hedge between the house to the south and the other two. 

Landmarks The Granary Warehouse. 

Land use The street is a dead-end, the view enclosed on all sides. It consists of 
block paved areas and tarmac surfaces. 

Buildings and details 
 

Height The three houses making up Mill Close are all substantial 2 storey 
executive houses of a similar height. 

Scale The houses in Mill Close are 20th C modern builds. 

Spacing The three houses are well spaced in the small close on large plots. There 
is adequate space for parking. 

Layout The three houses are in the same alignment. Only one elevation of The 
Granary can be seen, partially screened by trees and a low hedge from 
the access road. The Granary has been used as a warehouse, its long red 
brick north wall has regularly spaced windows to all three storeys, some of 
which have been blocked. It is now a private dwelling. The modern house 
to the north has a stone with the date 2008 inscribed. The house to the 
south is of red brick, and also has a north-west facing gable 

Orientation The houses in Mill Close face north. 

Rooflines The rooflines are very similar. 

Design Modem executive design The three houses are set back from the road: 
two are of similar materials and design, of buff brick, both with projecting 
wings with gable ends facing north-west. 

Building materials Two houses of buff brick and one house red brick 

Streetscape features 

Scale Enclosed compact access, well cared for. 

Design The close is a dead end, no views out, 



 

Peakirk 2030 Character Assessment Sept 2016 32 

Footways There are no footways. 

Open spaces There are no open spaces but there is paved parking space to the front of 
the houses, and a tarmac surface to the industrial area. 

Methods of enclosure There is no fencing or method of enclosure between the houses and the 
road. 

Summary of Characteristics 
Positives 
The lane contains attractive large dwellings in a private setting, softened by planting.  
Negatives 
No footpath. Very close to the railway. 
 

 
View 1 looking down Mill Close from the 
industrial area. 

 

 
View 2 looking northwest out of Mill Close  
onto St Pegas Road with the Granary on the 
left handside. 

 
View 3 looking down Mill Close from  
St Pegas Rd towards the industrial 
area. 
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Character Area 9: The Sanderlings 

General overview of character 
The Sanderlings is a private road at the southern end of the village with four large modern houses that have larger 
than average sized gardens. 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes The narrow road leads off St Pegas Rd. It sweeps to the left and then to the 
right, followed by a sharp left fork, the road continuing to where it meets the 
railway line. The track continues over the railway line into fields beyond 
providing access for farm machinery. 

Green and natural features Grass verges on the entrance to the Sanderlings. The road is bounded by a 
row of mature deciduous trees on the southern edge along the line of the Car 
Dyke. 

Landmarks The Car Dyke forms the southern and eastern boundaries before running into 
the field beyond.  

Land use The road is narrow and serves the houses located here. The land is used for 
residential dwellings but there is access to the railway line and the farmland 
beyond. 

Buildings and details 

Height There are four two-storey large detached dwellings 

Scale These are individually designed 20thC builds on larger than average plots 

Spacing All houses are well spaced and surrounded by planting and boundary fencing. 

Layout The Sanderlings is a narrow private road, which leads to a small number of 
large dwellings with larger than average sized gardens. The residences are 
located either side of the left hand fork. This is tucked away from the main road 
but in close proximity to the railway line. 

Orientation Some house face northwest and some southeast 

Rooflines Rooflines are similar in all houses each being two-storey. 

Design Individually designed 20th C houses 

Building materials All are built of brick with tiled roofs 

Streetscape features 

Scale Curved narrow lane 

Design Tarmac surfacing 

Footways No footpath either side but on its southern edge it has a grass verge 

Open spaces No open spaces but there is an area of mature trees on its southerly edge 
along the Car Dyke boundary and immediately next to the railway track 

Methods of enclosure Closeboard fences along the entrance part of the track. A mixture of walls, 
railings and planting adjacent to the houses. 

Summary of Characteristics 
Positives 
Spacious plots 
Negatives 
No footpath on either side. Very close to the railway. 
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View 1 Looking east up the Sanderlings 
from St Pegas Road. 

 
View 2 Looking south east along  
The Car Dyke boundary 

 
View 3 Looking south east towards the 
railway line. 
 
 



 

Peakirk 2030 Character Assessment Sept 2016 35 

Character Area 10: Penwald Court 

General overview of character 
This modem housing estate is located on a cul-de-sac at the southern end of the village just off St Pegas Road. On 
this estate there are 14 four bedroom houses. 11 are two storey detached properties and 3 form a terrace of three 
storey town houses. All have small gardens and restricted parking facilities. 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes The estate is accessed from St Pegas Rd. The road is wider at the entrance to 
the estate but gets narrower in front of the houses. 

Green and natural features Some houses have hedging and front garden planting. 

Landmarks None 

Land use The houses are all modem build with open plan very small frontages.  

This development is part of what used to be Neaverson’s Yard. This area is 
entirely residential dwellings. 

Buildings and details 

Height Two and three-story detached and terraced houses. 

Scale 21st C build 

Spacing Built at a density of 29 dwellings per hectare with very small front gardens 

Layout Penwald Court runs off St Pegas Road in an easterly direction and the houses 
are arranged along two narrow cul-de-sacs. 

Orientation Some are northeast, some southwest and some south facing. 

Rooflines These are similar throughout the development 

Design Brick built semi-urban design. 

Building materials Brick built houses with concrete tile roofs.  
 

Streetscape features 

Scale Narrow spaces between buildings give a compact feel to the layout. 

Design Block paved roads with tarmac paths 

Footways Footpaths on either side of the cul-de-sacs. 

Open spaces No open spaces 

Methods of Enclosure Open plan at front, with small grassed, shrub border 
 

Summary of Characteristics 
Positives 
Modern sustainable housing with good use of space 
Negatives 
Not in keeping with any existing housing in the rest of the village. 
Parking an issue as inadequate provision made. Parking on footpath impedes pedestrian access. 
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View 1 Looking east down Penwald Court 
from the start of the cul-de-sac. 

  

View 2 Looking south east towards 
Penwald Court from the St Pegas Rd 
entrance. 

 

View 3 Showing the density of development in 
Penwald Court compared to the rest of the 
village. 

 

View 4 Looking east down Penwald Court 
from St Pegas Road
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Map showing Character Areas 11 and 12 
 

 
 
11 Meadow Road 
12 Foxcovert Road, Glinton edge and Werrington edge. 
 
For details of Areas 13-24 see Peakirk Landscape Character Assessment 2016 
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Character Area 11: Meadow Road 

General overview of character 
The Folly River and the railway line separate Meadow Road, from Peakirk village. There are seven properties in the 
settlement. Looking south from the junction with Thorney Rd and to a lesser extent looking north from the sharp left 
hand bend, it is almost impossible to see the properties through the mature deciduous trees and hedges and yet just 
beyond the southernmost property there are wide countryside views east, south and west. 
Past the settlement the road and adjacent fields are flat and typical fenland. 

Historic Landscape Features 
HER Number:  
50075  Trackway 
50076  Enclosure 
50077  Ring Ditch 
50078  Enclosure 
51143  Trackway, Ditch and Enclosure 
51527  Bronze Age Field System 
50064  Ditch 
50065  Barrow  

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes Meadow Road is a restricted access minor road linking Thorney Road and 
Werrington Bridge Road. It is frequently used as an illegal short cut for local 
traffic, a cause for complaint from residents about safety issues. 

Green and natural features From the Thorney Road junction on the east side there is high native hedging 
interspersed with deciduous trees. On the west side there is a large paddock 
area with a mixture of maturing deciduous and coniferous trees set within 
mown grassland. Running parallel with the road on the west side is a tended 
Hawthorn hedge about 2 metres high. The hedge is separated from the road 
by a 2 metre mown grass strip. 

Beyond the trees on the east side are grass fields, one of which is occupied by 
horses. There is one house on the east side of the road and beyond this 
looking east, are open arable field boundaries with occasional young Ash trees 
and thereafter completely exposed. 

On the west side beyond the southernmost dwelling are grass fields with post 
and rail fencing and offering open views towards the Folly bank. 

Waterless ditches run either side of Meadow Road from the southernmost 
properties. 

The lone house on the east side is on a plot surrounded by mature deciduous 
trees. 

Landmarks None 

Land use The gardens of the bungalows are well maintained. All dwellings are set back 
from the road with private drives behind hedges or fences 

On the west side there is pasture land. On the east it is pastureland to the 
house and thereafter arable.  

The land adjacent to the prefabricated building was used for equine surgery 
and has recently been granted consent to convert to caravan storage. 

Buildings and details 

Height Six bungalows on the west side and one two storey building on the east side of 
the road. One single storey pre-fabricated building near the Thorney Road 
junction. 

Scale The two storey house is a large dwelling with extensive grounds and the 
bungalows have all been extended to add extra rooms. 
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Spacing The two storey house and the bungalows are grouped towards the southern 
end of the road. The pre-fabricated building is isolated on the northern end on 
its own considerably sized plot. 

Layout The road runs from the junction with Thorney Road in the north for about 2 
miles. Half way along it bends sharply to the left and then exits onto Werrington 
Bridge Road. The Neighbourhood Area boundary cuts across the road at the 
bend. 

Approximately 200 meters from the Thomey Road junction, on the east side 
are six detached bungalows and opposite is a single detached house. On the 
east side of the junction with Thomey Road, within the paddock area is a 
substantial prefabricated dwelling.  

Orientation Houses face in a northerly or southerly direction 

Rooflines Similar roofline on the east side of the road. 

Design Mostly brick built single and two storey dwellings. One prefabricated building. 

Building materials Brick built buildings and one prefabricated building 

Streetscape features 

Scale 20th C suburban/rural street 

Design Tarmac surface. Street lighting is installed in the vicinity of the bungalows. It is 
a narrow road approximately 3 metres wide, effectively single carriageway. 
There are no designated passing bays. Road signs at either end prohibit 
access to cars and motor cycles unless for access 

Footways, There are no footpaths but a sufficiently wide grass verge for pedestrians to 
the western edge 

Open spaces Most of eastern edge, as only one house along the side 

Mature hedging and native trees. Wide views east, south and west from 
beyond the bungalows. Properties cocooned by trees 

The road is semi concealed by trees and hedges at the Thorney Road junction 
and almost presents an attractive tunnel effect looking south. Beyond the 
properties the outlook changes completely to a wide, open vista. 

Methods of Enclosure Hedging and mature trees to most of the lane from Thorney road along the 
eastern edge. Along the western edge there is a two metre Hawthorn hedge 
with a grass verge separating it from the road. Post and rail fencing present on 
the most southerly section on the westerly edge 

Summary of Characteristics 

Positives 
Open outlook onto surrounding farmland 
Negatives 
No passing places 
No footpaths, Illegal traffic use. 
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View1 Looking from Thorney Road south  
towards the settlement. 
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View 2 Looking east towards the Folly River  
[LCA22] across the pony paddock adjacent to  
the bungalows on Meadow Road. 

 
View 3 Looking north along Meadow Road  
towards Thorney Road 

 
View 4 Looking south along Meadow Road. 

 
View 5 Looking south along Meadow Road  
after the bungalows 
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Character Area 12: Foxcovert Road, Glinton edge and Werrington edge 
General overview of character 
Foxcovert Road runs southerly for about half a mile from its junction with Glinton Road. It is about half a mile distant 
from Peakirk village, separated by arable fields. The settlement consists of seven bungalows and a number of 
caravans with associated buildings. Foxcovert Road runs southerly for about half a mile from its junction with Glinton 
Road B1443. It is a straight road approximately 2.3 metres wide with no designated passing places. 
At the southern end of the road is a flyover which carries the Werrington Parkway and where the road terminates is 
a recently opened footbridge to cross the railway line. The built up edge of Glinton village marks the boundary of the 
Neighbourhood Area to the west. To the east the area backs onto South of St Pegas Rd [LCA18].   

Historic Landscape Features 
HER number 
02168  Iron Age, Roman. Ditch, heart stone, post-hole, pot, settlement 
04958  Enclosure 

Setting 

Roads, streets, routes Foxcovert Road is a narrow road, which in the past linked with Werrington but 
now terminates where it meets the Peterborough to Spalding railway line. 

There are no restrictions on using this road but because it is a dead end there 
is little traffic other than that accessing properties. It is, however, heavily used 
by cyclists and pedestrians from Werrington to access Arthur Mellows Village 
College in Glinton. Most of these are school children. 

Green and natural features There is almost full cover of the trees and hedges along the length of this road. 

From the junction with Glinton Road on the west side, there are Hawthorn, 
Blackberry and mainly Ash trees and on the other side there are a mixture of 
trees including Ash and Willow which run to the properties located about half 
way down the road. The trees and bushes particularly on the west side almost 
meet the road. On the east side there is a small margin of grass. 

Beyond the properties on the east side of the road there is an open arable 
field, which runs up to the parkway banking. There are no trees or bushes 
along this stretch of the road and it affords unrestricted views towards Peakirk 
village. On the west side the Bramble hedgerow continues up to the parkway 
banking and where there are driveway openings it offers open views towards 
Glinton across arable fields. 

The parkway banking is planted with mature native trees providing a screen 
from the traffic above. 

On the other side of the flyover to the west is an arable field without any 
hedging along the road. On the south side of the flyover, east side, there is a 
small paddock used by a donkey. Beyond the paddock there is a site with 
caravans, which has no green features. 

Foxcovert copse is made up of mature deciduous trees and is situated to the 
west of the footbridge, on the other side of the railway line.  

Landmarks The parkway flyover and the pedestrian railbridge. 

Land use Some residential dwelling, but mostly farmland.  
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Buildings and details 
 

Height All single storey dwellings 

Scale The scale of development is low key and rural. Between the railbridge and the 
flyover there is an area which has more temporary housing on it. 

Spacing Evenly spaced bungalows on one side and area of the road with large spaces 
between dwellings. 

Layout The road is straight and adjacent fields are flat and typical fenland. 

Bungalows on the eastern side of the road. There are no buildings on the west 
side of the road. 

Orientation Westerly facing 

Rooflines All rooflines are single storey 

Design The bungalows are 20th C comparatively modem design. From the Glinton 
Road end, the first is detached; the remaining six are semi-detached 

Building materials Prefabricated buildings near the railbridge have been modernised and given an 
external brick skin. The brick built bungalows have concrete roof tiles 

Streetscape features 
 

Scale Open and rural. Large scale fields with a straight road. Buildings look small in 
this setting. 

Design The road has Tarmac surfacing with no kerbing.  

Footways No footpath either side of the road. There is yellow street lighting adjacent to 
the bungalows. 

Open spaces A variety of space along the road. Between the first and second dwelling is a 
plot of land that was available as an allotment but never taken up. It is now 
overgrown with weeds. 

Methods of Enclosure There are metal railings to prevent access to the railway line. There is also a 
warning sign attached to the railings advising of a high-pressure gas pipeline. 

There is almost full cover of the trees and hedges along the length of this road. 
The boundary of the site between the caravans and the road, is partly a low 
brick wall joined to a high wooden fence, which ends at the railway line. Behind 
the fence building equipment and scrap metal are stored. 

Summary of Characteristics  

Positives 
Open outlook to surrounding natural environment. No passing traffic 
Negatives 
No footpath either side of the road and no passing places. Many school children use the road twice a day leaving 
litter in some places. Some noise from road and rail traffic. 
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View 1 Looking south towards the bungalows 

 
View 2 Looking south towards the bungalows 
from B1443 

 
View 3 Looking north from the parkway flyover  
bridge towards the bungalows 

 
View 4 Looking north from the pedestrian  
bridge across the railway 

 
View 5 Looking south towards the pedestrian  
bridge across the railway 

 
View 6 Looking NE towards Peakirk village 

 
View 7 Looking South towards Foxcovert. 
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Conclusion 
The Peakirk Neighbourhood Area follows the same boundaries as the parish of Peakirk. 

There are a wide variety of housing styles and ages in the parish, ranging from the Medieval church to the 21st 
Century town houses with many different styles of development in between. There are also old sheds that housed 
local businesses and a modern factory unit. 

Over the years new development has always added a different dimension to the character of the village. Modern 
innovative design that reflects our heritage in the 21st Century is welcomed. 

We are, however, a small rural village and ask that all future development reflects this not only in scale but design.  

We are not an urban or suburban area and new development that does not recognise this fact would be detrimental to 
our character.  

We expect new development to add another interesting layer of design history to our village. 

 


