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Introduction	  
“Landscape is about the relationship between people and place. It provides the setting for our day-to-
day lives. The term does not mean just special or designated landscapes and it does not only apply to 
the countryside. Landscape can mean a small patch of urban wasteland as much as a mountain 
range, and an urban park as much as an expanse of lowland plain. It results from the way that 
different components of our environment - both natural (the influences of geology, soils, climate, flora 
and fauna) and cultural (the historical and current impact of land use, settlement, enclosure and other 
human interventions) - interact together and are perceived by us. People’s perceptions turn land into 
the concept of landscape”. (Swanwick, C. and Land Use Consultants (2002) 
 
What is a Landscape Character Assessment (LCA)?  
It is the process of identifying and describing variation in character of the landscape. LCA documents 
identify and explain the unique combination of elements and features that make landscapes 
distinctive by mapping and describing character types and areas. They also show how the landscape 
is perceived, experienced and valued by people. 

Peakirk 

Peakirk is a small rural village of 450 residents in the Welland Valley, 5miles to the north east of 
Peterborough. The parish of Peakirk was designated, along with 3 other adjoining parishes, as a 
Neighbourhood Plan Area in May 2013. 

Map 1 Location of Peakirk Neighbourhood Area in relation to Neighbourhood Areas of Glinton, 
Northborough and Deeping Gate as supplied by Peterborough City Council 
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It is currently part of Peterborough City Council Local Authority, but historically it was part of the ‘Soke 
of Peterborough’ an administrative district of Northamptonshire, created in 18891 which was 
traditionally associated with the City and Diocese of Peterborough. This covered about 30 parishes in 
the north eastern corner of the county from Kings Cliffe to Crowland1 and was merged with 
Huntingdonshire in 1965. This area has also been part of the ‘Liberty of Peterborough’ or the 
‘Nassaburgh Hundred’2. 

Map 2 – The Peakirk Neighbourhood Area and Parish Boundary 
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History 

Peakirk is located on the Fen edge, with good access, historically, to the resources of both well 
drained agricultural land and fen; archaeological evidence suggests that the area around the present 
village has been used by people for over 4,000 years.  

Early settlement is likely to have been located on the higher ground to the south and west of the Car 
Dyke, a Roman watercourse, excavated possibly in the 1st or 2nd century AD, which follows the 5m 
contour around the present village. There is also evidence of Roman occupation within the area of the 
present village, but following their withdrawal from Britain in the early 5th century, this seems to have 
been abandoned.  

In the early 8th century, St Pega, the sister of St Guthlac of Crowland, is said to have set up a 
hermitage to the east of the Car Dyke, on a site now occupied by a medieval chapel (converted to 
domestic use in the late 20th century), but there is no evidence of Anglo-Saxon occupation to the west 
of the Car Dyke, within the present village, until the mid 9th century. 

The earliest documentary reference to the village is in a charter of 1016, a grant of land in Peakirk by 
King Edmund II (Edmund Ironside), to a new minster, presumed to be the church here, the earliest 
fabric of which dates to that period. 

Peakirk is a low lying settlement and drainage issues have always been a priority. In 1539 the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries caused the neglect of the channels which took away the flood water 
around this area. The result was a general flooding of ‘The Great Level’, which affected the land to the 
east of Peakirk and remained a problem until the 1630s when Dutch drainage engineer, Cornelius 
Vermuyden, was commissioned to plan the drainage of Deeping Fen.  

In 1653, it is thought that, using Scottish and Dutch prisoners of War, the River Welland from Deeping 
St James to Spalding was widened and deepened to reinforce the North Level [the north part of the 
Great Level] and reclaim the land for agriculture.  

By 1700 the land was again flooded as the drains and sluices were not properly maintained and local 
commissioners were appointed to improve and maintain the main roads and commons and drain the 
fen marshes to win new agricultural land. They were greatly helped by the advent of the Windmill and 
Horsemill pumps7  

The Inclosure Act of 1809 made it possible to enclose the open fields and common land around 
Peakirk including Long Meadow and Moor. The allotment of land to individuals was recorded on the 
Inclosure map of 1819. The structure of the landscape changed as paths or baulks between open 
fields were re-routed and the open landscape was replaced by hedges and hedgerow trees 
surrounding small fields.  

The Industrial Revolution brought steam power to the area in 1820, which made possible the 
excavation of deeper drains, such as South Drain and North Drain. These could be cut and 
mechanically maintained, finally leading to the reliable draining of the fenland.  

However, until the mid 19th century, Peakirk was a relatively isolated, small, rural agricultural 
settlement. This changed with the coming of the railway between Peterborough and Spalding in 1848. 
Borough Fen Decoy, the oldest remaining Duck Decoy, a few miles to the east, was kept profitable by 
supplying ducks, widgeon and teal to the London markets by train. This lead to the opening up of the 
land for agriculture and commerce, which meant more people and more houses.  

In 1831 there were 55 people in employment, 39 of which were farmers or labourers. By 1881 there 
were 124 people in employment in Peakirk, 27 of which worked in agriculture. 

Modern day Peakirk is largely a commuter village with a large proportion of 4 and 5 bed houses and 
easy access to Peterborough station which is 50minutes from Kings Cross. 

However, its character as a small rural village, separate from other local villages like Glinton a mile to 
the west and the urban area of Werrington about two miles to the south, is something to protect for 
future generations.  
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Section	  One:	  Purpose	  and	  Scope	  of	  the	  Study	  
Landscape Character Assessment, is the recognised methodology for describing the landscape and 
its defining characteristics at a variety of scales from national through to regional, district and parish. 
Guidelines for undertaking such assessments were published by Natural England (formerly the 
Countryside Agency) in 2014 with ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment ' 

Landscape Character Assessment is also recognised by national government within the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

The purpose of this study is to provide supporting neutral baseline information on the current 
character of the landscape in the designated Peakirk Neighbourhood Area and any surrounding areas 
which have a significant impact on the setting of the village and its satellite settlements.  

This information will inform the Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan 2030 Planning Policies.  

This assessment has been undertaken in a number of stages.  

Initially the development of the brief and scope of this study was discussed by members of 
the Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.  

In July 2015 Peakirk Parish Council, commissioned local landscape architect Sally-Ann 
Jackson to undertake a Landscape Character Assessment of the Neighbourhood Area and its 
surroundings.  

A desk top study was carried out in the summer of 2015 

Field work was carried out by members of the Working Group and other local volunteers in 
the summer and autumn of 2015. 

Results were coordinated over the autumn of 2015 

Formal consultation with the people of the parish took place in November 2015 

The report was written and consulted on again during the spring/summer 2016. 

The final draft was completed July 2016 

Informal consultation was carried out at all appropriate stages. 

This report acknowledges the use of the Cuckfield Landscape Character Assessment April 2012 by 
Hankinson Duckett Associates Ltd and the Hough on the Hill Parish Landscape Character 
Assessment October 2013 by Allen Pyke Associates Ltd. as a guide to layout and content. 
This assessment draws on the following existing published documents. 

1. National Landscape Character Area Profiles 46 The Fens and 75 The Kesteven Uplands – 
Natural England 

2. Landscape Character Assessment for Peterborough City Council Final Report May 2007, by 
The Landscape Partnership Ltd.  

3. Peterborough Landscape Character Assessment - Urban Fringe Landscape Sensitivity Study 
April 2007, by The Landscape Partnership Ltd. for Peterborough City Council. 

4. The Potential Urban Expansion to Peterborough – Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity for 
alternative sites by The Landscape Partnership Ltd. for Peterborough City Council June 2006.  

5. Peakirk Conservation Area Appraisal Report and Management Plan Planning Services 
Peterborough City Council August 2010. 

6. Rockingham Forest Trust Historic Environment Report: 2002-2009 -Zone 6 The Soke of 
Peterborough by Tracey Partida  

The first five documents are essential parts of the existing, adopted local planning policy evidence 
and have therefore been important in the development of this parish based study.  
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Section	  Two:	  Planning	  Policy	  Context	  

National	  	  
At a national level the landscape is recognised as an important asset and this is set out in planning 
policy as well as being promoted by public bodies such as Natural England and Historic England. In 
2006 the government signed up to the European Landscape Convention, which became binding in 
2007. Part of delivering the objectives of the convention has been through the preparation and 
application of Landscape Character Assessments. Such assessments have become important and 
recognised tools in helping decision making bodies, developers and the general public understand 
distinctions between landscapes at all scales as well as helping set policy relating to the conservation 
or enhancement of the landscape.  

The convention defines landscape as "An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result 
of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors." (Council of Europe 2000). 

Under the Localism Act 201I, the government set out that local communities, through a Parish Council, 
can produce a Neighbourhood Plan with a view to setting locally based guidance on where new 
development can go and what any such development should look like. This Landscape Character 
Assessment will be used to inform the policies set out in the Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan and will 
form part of the 'evidence base' for that Plan. 

The NPPF forms the primary national planning policy in respect of new development and seeks to 
promote sustainable development across the country. Local Plans are also required to be in line with 
the NPPF. Neighbourhood Plans are required to be in line with both the NPPF and Local Plan policy. 

The NPPF sets out twelve 'core principles' the first of which states that decision making should "be 
genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their surroundings, with succinct local and 
neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision for the future of the area." 

The fourth principle states that decision making should "always seek to secure high quality design 
and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings" and the 
fifth principle states that it should "take account of the different roles and character of different areas, 
promoting the vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around them, recognising 
the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving rural communities within 
it". 

Section 8 of the NPPF, Promoting Healthy Communities, sets out the national policy relating to 
access to open space and its importance to health and well-being, whilst much of this policy is 
concerned with formal open space and sports provision, paragraph 75 states that "Planning policies 
should protect and enhance public rights of way and access. Local authorities should seek 
opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example by adding links to existing rights of way 
networks including National Trails." 

Section 11, Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment sets out how policy and decision 
making should protect and enhance the natural environment including minimising impact on bio-
diversity and 'protecting and enhancing valued landscapes' with an emphasis on existing 'protected 
landscapes'.  

Section 12 goes on to set out policy relating to Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment 
noting that policy and planning decisions should take account of "opportunities to draw on the 
contribution made by the historic environment to the character of a place." 

Paragraph 170, which sets out requirements for local authorities in respect of preparing an 'evidence 
base' to support their local plans, states that "Where appropriate, landscape character assessments 
should also be prepared, integrated with assessment of historic landscape character, and for areas 
where there are major expansion options assessments of landscape sensitivity." 
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Local	  Planning	  Policy	  Context	  
Peterborough Core Strategy Development Plan Document 2011 

Peterborough City Council adopted its Core Strategy in 2011. The following Policies are especially relevant to the 
drafting of the Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan 2030. 

Peterborough City Council are in the process of developing a new Local Plan which will replace the CS. The Peakirk 
Neighbourhood Plan group have been working closely with their Strategic Planner to ensure overall conformity 
between the two plans. 

The following policies are relevant to development in the Peakirk Neighbourhood Area. 

CS1 The Settlement Hierarchy and the Countryside  

The Parish of Peakirk is identified as a ‘small village’. 

 ‘In Small Villages, no new sites for development will be formally allocated in the Peterborough Site Allocations DPD 
and residential development of any windfall site will be limited in scale to infilling or a group of no more than nine 
dwellings.’ 

‘Development in the countryside (i.e. outside the boundary of all settlements in the hierarchy) will be restricted to that 
which is demonstrably essential to the effective operation of local agriculture, horticulture, forestry, outdoor recreation 
and access to natural greenspace, transport or utility services and to residential development which satisfies the 
‘exception’ test set out in policy CS8 and to minerals or waste development in accordance with separate LDDs within 
the Peterborough LDF.’ 

‘Within the villages identified in the proposed settlement hierarchy as Small Villages, the scale of residential 
development will be very modest. There are 67 dwellings already committed, and evidence shows that there is a 
long history of development of single dwellings or small groups on infill land, which is likely to continue. These will be 
brought forward by the development industry in response to individual site availability over the course of future years; 
sites for these will not be specifically allocated through the Site Allocations DPD.’ 

CS17 The Historic Environment 

All new development must respect and enhance the local character and distinctiveness of the area in which it would 
be situated, particularly in areas of high heritage value. There will be particular emphasis on the following: 

• the use of Conservation Area Appraisals and associated Management Plans to ensure the preservation 
and enhancement of the individual character of each of Peterborough’s conservation areas; 

• the identification and protection of important archaeological sites and historic environment features and their 
settings; 

• the identification and protection of (non-listed) Buildings of Local Importance and their settings. 

CS19 Open Space and Green Infrastructure 

Peterborough and its villages will be provided with a range of all types of publicly accessible open space and green 
infrastructure that deliver places for recreation, sport and play as well as delivering benefits for biodiversity 

To protect existing open space, planning permission will not be granted for development which would result in the 
loss of existing open space if that loss would give rise to a deficiency in open space, or would be in an area where 
there is already a deficiency, unless: 

(a) the proposed development would be ancillary to use of the site as open space, and the benefits to 
recreation would outweigh any loss of open area; or 

(b) alternative provision is made, whether in open space or recreation facilities or both, that is at least as 
accessible to users, by walking, cycling and public transport, and at least equivalent in terms of size, 
usefulness, attractiveness and quality as the open space that would be replaced. 

The Council, working in partnership with local communities, developers and statutory agencies will seek to develop 
an integrated network of high quality and multi-functional green infrastructure within and linking urban and rural 
environments across the City, reflecting the broad strategic framework set out in the Peterborough Green Grid 
Strategy Report (2007)." 
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CS20 Landscape Character 

New development in and adjoining the countryside should be located and designed in a way that is sensitive to its 
landscape setting, retaining and enhancing the distinctive qualities of the landscape character area and sub area in 
which it would be situated. 

There are six landscape character areas (with associated sub-areas), which have been identified in the 
Peterborough Landscape Character Assessment..  

They are: 

1. Nene Valley 

2. Nassaburgh Limestone Plateau  

3. Welland Valley 

4. Peterborough Fens  

5. Peterborough Fen Fringe  

6. South Peterborough Claylands 

Peakirk is at the junction of Area 3 Welland Valley and Area 4 Peterborough Fens [Map 3] 

For each Landscape Character Area and sub area, specific details of which are provided in the Landscape 
Character Assessment, criteria will need to be satisfied in order for development to be approved. 

Planning permission will only be granted if the proposed development would: 

(a) recognise and, where possible, enhance the character and qualities of the local landscape through 
appropriate design and management ; 

(b) reflect and enhance local distinctiveness and diversity; 

(c) make adequate provision as far as is reasonably practicable for the retention of features and habitats of 
significant landscape, historic, wildlife and geological importance; 

(d) safeguard and enhance important views within the development layout; 

(e) protect the landscape settings and separate identities of settlements; and 

(f) provide appropriate landscape mitigation proportionate in scale and design, and/or 
suitable off-site enhancements.
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Section	  Three:	  Existing	  Designations	  
Landscape Designations are organised as a series of smaller and smaller parts, allowing more detailed local 
knowledge of how the smaller scale areas differ from the more general description. 
This means that Peakirk Neighbourhood Area is classified as: 
National 
Classification 

Subdivision 
[PCC] 

Subdivision 
[PCC] 

Subdivision 
[PCC] 

Subdivision 
[PCC] 

Peakirk LCA 

46 The Fens Area 4 
Peterborough 
Fens 

a. Bedford 
North Level 

Landscape 
Descriptive 
Unit [LDU]36 

Land Cover 
Parcel 
[LCP] 30 

21 South of the Folly River 

   LDU 24 LCP 29 20 Between the railway 
and the Folly River 
22 The Folly River 
24 Follybank Crossing 
Meadows 

   LDU 24 LCP 152 21 South of the Folly River 
23 Corporation Bank 

      
75 Kesteven 
Uplands 

Area 3 
Welland 
Valley 

b. Maxey Cut 
and North Fen 

LDU 24 LCP 29 13 Deeping Road East 

   LDU24 LCP 25 15A Deeping Road West 
   LDU 13 LCP27 15B The Hermitage Field 

16 Rectory Lane 
18 South of St Pegas Rd 
19 Werrington Lakes 

   14 The Old Wildfowl Trust 
17 Allotments, Rimmer’s field and Meadow’s field 

 

National Designation 

In 2005 Natural England and English Heritage produced a map, showing England divided into 159 National Character 
Areas.  
Peterborough is at the junction of five of those National Character Areas. 
Peakirk is at the junction of two, Area 46 The Fens [south and east of the village] and Area 75 Kesteven Uplands 
[north and west of the village]. 

Map 3 National Character Areas in the East of England 
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The following statements are taken from the Natural England descriptions. 

NCA Profile 46 The Fens 

The area is notable for its large-scale, flat, open landscape with extensive vistas to level horizons. The level horizons 
and open topography shape the impression of huge skies, which convey a strong sense of place, tranquility and 
inspiration. 

History:  

• There is a long history of human occupation here, accounts of which can be found in the Historic Environment 
Records for Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Peterborough and Lincolnshire. 

• Scheduled Ancient Monuments of prehistoric to post-medieval date are located across the fens and many 
undesignated sites and monuments are known, again mainly from the fen edges and islands. 

• Roman settlements occurred mainly on the high, drier islands and above the fen edge, while contemporary 
transport canals indicate huge efforts to traverse and control the fens. Car Dyke links the River Witham to the 
River Cam, while the Fen Causeway canal and road system linked a major Roman settlement at 
Peterborough with the Norfolk fen edge at Denver.  

• Although salt-making sites were known throughout the fens from the 1st millennium BC, such as at 
Northborough, the industrialisation of this economy took off in the Roman period (for example at Deeping and 
Morton Fens and in the tidal creeks at March) with further expansion during the Saxon and medieval period.  

Hydrology:  
• Four main rivers, the Witham, Welland, Nene and Great Ouse, drain much of the surface water from the East 

Midlands across the Fens. The rivers often flow in canalised embanked channels before discharging into the 
large Wash estuary.  

• The Fens are low-lying with much land below sea level. The Environment Agency flood risk map indicates that 
the majority of the NCA is at high risk of river and/or coastal flooding.  

• Flood control is a key issue for most of the NCA particularly since the major flooding events in 1953. 
•  Increases in precipitation events associated with climate change may lead to an increase in flooding. 

Land Use:  
• The predominant land use is arable – wheat, root crops, bulbs, vegetables and market gardening made 

possible by actively draining reclaimed land areas.  
• Associated horticultural glasshouses are a significant feature.  
• Beef cattle graze narrow enclosures along the banks of rivers and dykes. 
• 87% of land in the Fens is Grade 1 or Grade 2 agricultural land.  
• In 2009, 44 per cent of the farmed land was used for growing cereals.  

Landscape Pattern:  
• Open fields, bounded by a network of drains and the distinctive hierarchy of rivers (some embanked), have a 

strong influence on the geometric/rectilinear landscape pattern.  
• The structures create local enclosure and a slightly raised landform, which is mirrored in the road network that 

largely follows the edges of the system of large fields.  
• The drains and ditches are also an important ecological network important for invertebrates, fish including 

spined loach, and macrophytes. [A macrophyte is an aquatic plant that grows in or near water and is either 
emergent, submergent, or floating] 

• Hedgerows tend to be located on clay islands and areas of infrequently ‘enclosed’ pockets of inland Fenland, 
but these historic patterns have been weakened due to housing development and limited management. 

Threats:  
• Modern built development is eroding the architectural and historic character of some Fenland villages. 
•  Development on settlement margins can be particularly damaging, creating visual intrusion and resulting in 

the loss of surrounding landscape features and increasing the risk of coalescence.  
• The proliferation of smaller, unplanned residential development along arterial roads is also changing the 

landscape, reducing the sense of remoteness and enclosing views.  
• Existing rural landscape features should be protected and positive management of those features lost or 

under threat should be encouraged.  

Opportunities: 
• More use of village and town design statements and conservation area appraisals should be made for 

informing future development proposals, encouraging design that minimises visual impact on local 
landscapes.  

• The pollarding of existing willows along ditches and watercourses should be encouraged, particularly where 
they are local features. 

• Existing rural landscape features should be protected and positive management of those features lost or 
under threat should be encouraged. 

• Promoting the creation of permissive and definitive access to increase opportunities for people to visit the 
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Fens using sustainable transport methods 
• Restoration of hedgerows on the clay islands should be a priority  

NCA Profile 75 The Kesteven Uplands. 

The Kesteven Uplands lie at the junction of the counties of Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, 
Leicestershire and Rutland. This NCA is generally characterised by villages with low densities of dispersed settlement, 
with a local concentration of settlement along the fen edge in the east where the uplands ease down to the fen edge. 
This is a remote, intimate ‘deeply rural’ landscape. Kesteven comes partly from the Celtic word ‘coed’ meaning woods. 
A sense of inspiration, tranquillity and escapism is associated with the intimate landscape of small woodlands, stone 
villages and meadows of the rural landscape which contrasts with the more open, elevated arable areas with exposed, 
distant views. 

History:  
• The boundary of this area to the east is marked by the Car Dyke a Roman feature (sections of which are 

designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments) thought to have been created to drain the adjacent fenland 
and, as such, represents one of the first recognisable attempts to control the water system for agricultural 
purposes.  

• The majority of settlements along the fen edge were in existence, in some form, by the time of the Domesday 
survey of 1086.  

• There is a long history of human occupation from the medieval period.  

Land Use:  
• The mixed farmland of calcareous loamy soils combines arable use with pasture; hedgerows, meadows and 

wide road verges.  
• Surviving ridge and furrow earthworks suggest that from the medieval period villages were set within a pattern 

of open arable fields, farmed in strips by the tenants and rotated annually on a three-field system.  
• The arable land was complemented by areas of grazing land at the edge of each parish, used as common 

land.  
• On the fen edge it is thought that cattle and sheep were grazed on the fens in summer, when the land was 

drier, and then over-wintered either on the higher heath, or in small closes adjacent to the villages. East–west 
routes also indicate that these settlements developed to serve this movement of livestock. Settlements served 
the movement of livestock 

• Recent development is mainly residential around the towns and close to the A1. Only 2 per cent of the NCA is 
publically accessible.  

Landscape Pattern:  
• Picturesque villages and towns with buildings constructed from the local limestone, with roofs of red pantiles 

or the local Collyweston slate, occur in a dispersed settlement pattern, evenly distributed throughout the area 
with the exception of the line of settlements along the edge of the Fens to the east and a cluster of larger 
villages around Stamford.  

• The actual shape of the villages as seen today is the result of much later growth. In some places new housing 
has followed existing main roads, resulting in ribbon development and the loss of the discrete, nucleated 
character of the fen-edge villages.  

• In the east the lowest elevation is only 3 m above sea level. There are exposed distant views. In this transition 
zone the landscape has fewer woodlands and more subtle topography.  

• Local geology is reflected in the drystone walls in the south of the area 
• The area is characterized by hedgerows with trees, meadows and wide road verges 

Threats:  
• The South Lincolnshire Limestone Aquifer is located under this part of the NCA. It is regionally important and 

large demands are placed upon it with 80 per cent of the abstraction for public water supply as well as 
agricultural and industrial needs.  

• In some places new housing has followed existing main roads, resulting in ribbon development and the loss of 
the discrete, nucleated character of the fen-edge villages.  

• The shallow lime-rich soils over limestone and the lighter-textured freely draining lime-rich loamy soils are at 
risk of erosion, particularly on sloping cultivated ground or where bare soil is exposed.  

Opportunities: 
• Manage and enhance the agricultural landscape and soils of the Kesteven Uplands, continuing the long 

tradition of mixed farming which has shaped the area, securing viable and sustainable food production, while 
seeking to enhance biodiversity and improve water quality and availability.  

• Protect and significantly increase the extent, quality and connectivity of the unimproved and limestone 
grasslands throughout the NCA, to enhance biodiversity, ecological networks, water availability and quality, 
climate regulation and sense of place  

• Conserve and manage the open character of the Kesteven Uplands protecting long distance views.   
• Protect stone-built vernacular architecture including farmhouses and use appropriate local materials and 



Peakirk Landscape Character Assessment August 2016 13 

techniques when restoring vernacular architecture.  
• Conserve the vernacular of existing settlements by ensuring any new developments respect the established 

settlement pattern and use traditional building materials  
• Manage grassy verges to encourage greater species richness and to maintain them as a feature as former 

drovers’ routes.  
• Manage and expand broadleaf woodlands where possible, conserving the predominant tree species that 

include ash and oak and considering successional tree planting to conserve the tree canopy in existing 
woodland.  

• Manage existing wet woodland, and extend and buffer where possible. 
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Local Authority Designation:  
Three documents are relevant to this designation. 

1. Landscape Character Assessment for Peterborough City Council Final Report May 2007, by The 
Landscape Partnership Ltd.  

Map 4 Peterborough Landscape Character Areas – Peakirk Area  

4a

2a

2c

3a

2b

5b

3b

1b

3c

6a

1c

5a

4d

4b

6b6b

6b

1a

4c

6b

3d

6a

Eye

Glinton

Thorney

Wittering

Barnack

Castor

Helpston

NorthboroughMaxey

Newborough

Wansford

Ufford

Ailsworth

EyeGreen

Wothorpe

Peakirk

Sutton

Bainton
Etton

Marholm

DeepingGate

Pilsgate

Thornhaugh

CastleEnd

Ashton

Upton

Yaxley

Southorpe

05

September 2006

JB

Landscape Character Areas

Landscape Character Areas and 
Sub Areas

1a - Nene Valley Floodplain
1b - Ferry Meadows Corridor
1c - Ailsworth and Castor Valley Slopes

LCA2: Nassaburgh Undulating Limestone

LCA1: Nene Valley

2a - Castor Hanglands Wooded Plateau
2b - Burghley and Walcot Slopes
2c - Wittering Limestone Plateau

3a - Welland Valley Fringe
3b - Maxey Cut and North Fen
3c - Maxey Island
3d - Welland Flood Plain 

LCA3: Welland Valley

4a - Bedford North Level
4b - Thorney Island
4c - Nene Washes
4d - Horsey Toll

LCA4: Peterborough Fens

LCA5: Peterborough Fen Fringe

6a - South Peterborough Farmed Claylands
6b - South Peterborough Brickfields

LCA6: South Peterborough Claylands

5a - Norwood Fen Fringe
5b - Eye Fen Fringe

Key
District Boundary

County Unitary Authority Boundary

Settlement

 
In February 2006 Peterborough City Council commissioned The Landscape Partnership to undertake the preparation 
of a 'local authority scale' landscape character assessment in accordance with the most current version of national 
guidance.  

The following information is taken from this document. 

The characterisation work has derived a classification of the landscape types and character areas within the authority 
for the purposes of:  

• Identifying, describing and mapping the different landscape character areas in Peterborough  

• Providing guidance on the management of the landscape character areas  

• Informing Peterborough's Local Development Documents 

 • Ensuring that decisions about the location of new development take landscape character into account in line with 
national and regional guidance 

 • Assessing the landscape in terms of its sensitivity to change and its and ability to accept development  

The City of Peterborough lies at the junction of a number of contrasting landscape types.  

To the west lies the outer extension of the limestone geology, which runs diagonally (north east/south west) across 
much of neighbouring Northamptonshire. In contrast to the east of the city lie the expansive and level fens, which 
have undergone successive and substantial changes over the centuries  

To the north and south, the authority is marked by two major rivers that flow into the Wash. To the north of the 
authority along the border with Lincolnshire the River Welland flows from Stamford eastwards through a gentle valley 
landscape that is rich in gravels deposited by Ice Age meltwater. The Maxey Cut now demotes the River Welland to a 
secondary watercourse along part of its route before combining again near Peakirk where it then flows eastwards 
across the fens.  

The fundamental building blocks used in this Landscape Character Assessment is the Landscape Description Unit 
(LDU). LDUs are distinct and relatively homogenous units of land, each defined by a series of definitive attributes, so 
called because they define the extent of each spatial unit  

The Landscape Character Assessment was taken to the next stage in May 2006. The desk study work was sub-
contracted to The Living Landscapes Project. This process involved the development of Level 2 LDUs for the whole 
authority and in addition Level 3 Land Cover Parcels (LCPs) for the areas fringing urban Peterborough and larger 
villages as advised by Peterborough City Council.  

The 2 Local Landscape Character Areas relevant to Peakirk are 

Landscape Character Area 3, The Welland Valley. This includes the western side of the parish of Peakirk in sub area 
b Maxey Cut and North Fen. 
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Landscape Character Area 4, Peterborough Fens. This includes the parts of the parish east of the railway line in sub 
area a. Bedford North Level  

The two classifications meet at Peakirk, reinforcing the historic significance of Peakirk as a Fen Edge village. 

The following information comes from the Peterborough Landscape Character Assessment 2007. 

Map 5 - Landscape Character Area 3, The Welland Valley. b Maxey Cut and North Fen 

  

SUMMARY: 
This area follows the course of the River Welland eastwards from Stamford in the west to Peakirk north of 
Peterborough.  

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  
A landscape of more recent origins following the creation of the artificial Maxey Cut and the draining of the North Fen 
area between Northborough and Market Deeping 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS 
• Flat open farmland with gappy and fragmented hedgerows.  
• Ditches forming field boundaries within the largely arable landscape. 
• Extensive areas of gravel extraction, mainly restored to lakes with fringing vegetation. 
• Villages generally with an historic core and some attractive stone buildings yet modern development is 

more prominent to the fringes. 
• Vegetation generally in linear belts, particularly along rivers, railways and drainage cuts/ditches. 
• The meandering River Welland forming the northern boundary. 

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 
• 3 major railway lines, including the east coast mainline  
• Maxey Cut 



Peakirk Landscape Character Assessment August 2016 16 

 
 

COUNTRYSIDE MANAGEMENT 
• Explore greater use of the Maxey Cut embankments for enhanced public access. 
• Promote wet woodland and reeds as restoration technique for active mineral sites.  

GUIDELINES IN RELATION TO DEVELOPMENT 
• Protect the historic setting and structure of the villages including views to the villages and the retained 

open spaces within them. 
• Ensure development or restoration in the historic parts of villages uses indigenous materials or equally 

visually acceptable alternatives to maintain and enhance the character of the existing villages. 
• New development adjacent to existing villages to concentrate on locations at Glinton and Northborough. 
• Promote improvements in and around villages to the perimeter and wider setting to improve visual quality 

and to maintain separation from adjacent settlements and northern edge of Peterborough. 
• Ensure future built development in and adjacent to Peterborough is screened from adjacent rural 

landscape to the north and west. 
• Potential future mineral extraction to be carefully evaluated against historic value of landscape. If future 

extraction is on balance acceptable, restoration measures should be considered to provide additional 
accessible green space and wet woodland. 

• Ensure that any development considered appropriate in the open countryside is carefully assimilated into 
the open landscape character. Building forms, materials and landscape proposals are to be sympathetic to 
the existing character. 

• Prevent development that could detract from local landmarks including village churches. 
• Conserve the rural character of secondary roads and limit urbanising influences such as widening, 

kerbing and lighting. 

Map 6 - Landscape Character Area 4, Peterborough Fens. a. Bedford North Level  

  

SUMMARY: 
This includes the parts of the parish east of the railway line.  

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  
a. Bedford North Level - an extensive area of low-lying reclaimed fen farmland dominated by a geometric pattern of 
arable fields 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS 
• Flat extensive and open landscape with panoramic views and large skies. 
• Rectilinear field pattern reflecting the artificial drainage pattern. 
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• Predominantly arable farmland. 
• Isolated farmsteads mainly of Victorian to modern origin. 
• Sparse tree cover generally limited to shelter belts/copses around farmsteads and avenues along drove 

roads. 
• Road pattern typically rectilinear and raised above the surrounding peat fen. 
• Scattered active and former mineral extraction sites. 
• Settlement on the drained fen mainly of recent origin. 

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 
• Avenues of trees along roads  

COUNTRYSIDE MANAGEMENT 
• Promote plant species in accordance with the Cambridgeshire Landscape Guidelines and use of local 

provenance wherever possible. 
• Restore and maintain pollarding cycles to traditionally pollarded willows, which are an important habitat 

for tree sparrows. 
• Encourage the planting of new willows for pollarding along key routes and waterways. 
• Encourage management and replacement regime for existing tree avenues along with single species.  
• Promote new avenues in selected areas linking with 'quiet lanes'. 
• Review suitable locations for controlled flooding of areas in addition to the Nene Washes to counter the 

implications of climate change. 
• Ensure right of way signage is clear but appropriate to the location using local materials where possible. 
• Encourage appropriate management of all drainage ditches to improve wildlife value, by improving water 

quality and establishing grass headlands. 
• Encourage increased public access to the Fens, particularly through the designation of 'quiet lanes' and 

extension on the Green Wheel network. 
• Discourage the planting of inappropriate woodland blocks throughout the Fens. 
• Retain the rectilinear field pattern that characterises the Fens. 
• Encourage the restoration of mineral extraction sites to traditional Fen and wetland habitats including wet 

woodland. 
• Promote a strategy to minimise peat shrinkage and loss from agricultural fields.  
• Encourage diversification of farming techniques and crops, encouraging organic farming and reducing the 

use of fertilizer. 
• Discourage development that could alter the water table of the Fens.  

GUIDELINES IN RELATION TO DEVELOPMENT 
• Ensure careful consideration is given to development on the fringes of settlements to minimise visual 

intrusion  
• Ensure built development is generally enclosed by existing and/or strengthened vegetation  
• Where development is otherwise considered acceptable ensure that the forms and materials create 

elegant structures within the open landscape  
• Encourage the improvement of village and farmstead edges through the use of appropriate shelter belt 

planting   

2. Peterborough Landscape Character Assessment - Urban Fringe Landscape Sensitivity Study April 
2007, by The Landscape Partnership Ltd. for Peterborough City Council. 

The Landscape Character Assessment was taken to the next stage in May 2006. The desk study work was sub-
contracted to The Living Landscapes Project. This process involved the development of Level 2 LDUs for the whole 
authority and in addition Level 3 Land Cover Parcels (LCPs) for the areas fringing urban Peterborough and larger 
villages as advised by Peterborough City Council.  

The fundamental building blocks used in this landscape character assessment is the Landscape Description Unit 
(LDU). LDUs are distinct and relatively homogenous units of land, each defined by a series of definitive attributes, so 
called because they define the extent of each spatial unit  

Four attributes are used to define LDUs at Level 2 as follows,  
• Physiography - an expression of the shape and structure of the land surface as influenced both by the nature 

of the underlying geology and the effect of subsequent geomorphological processes.  
• Ground type - an expression of the soil forming environment and its influence in determining the surface 

pattern of vegetation and land use.  
• Landcover - an expression of the type of vegetation (natural and man made) covering the land surface.  
• Cultural pattern - an expression of the structural component of the cultural landscape as reflected in the 

historic pattern of enclosure and rural settlement.  
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As part of their evidence base for the 2010 Core Strategy, in 2007, Peterborough City Council commissioned The 
Landscape Partnership to undertake a report on Urban Fringe Landscape Sensitivity Study, ‘to inform its 
considerations for growth options within PCC. This study considers the potential impact of development on the areas 
of land adjacent to the existing urban edge of Peterborough against a range of landscape and visual criteria.’  

Map 7 Landscape Character Areas divided into Landscape Descriptive Units by PCC. 
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The parish of Peakirk is covered by LDUs 24, 13 and 36. 
LDU 24 contains: 

• LCP 29 – East of Peakirk village  
• LCP 25 – Maxey Cut 
• LCP 127 – Deeping Road 
• LCP 152 – Fens towards Newborough 

LDU 13 contains: 
• LCP 27 – West of Peakirk village 
• LCP 23 - Glinton 

LDU 36 contains: 
• LCP 30 – Fenland east of Car Dyke 

The identified areas were judged against a series of 12 criteria including  

• Existing physical features such as slope, enclosure and scale of the landscape. 
• Visual factors such as openness to public or private view, relationship to existing urban development and 

nearby villages. 
• Potential features that might mitigate development. 
• Evidence of Historic and cultural features. 
• Condition of natural habitats. 

Each of the criteria were rated A to E, with A being the least sensitive to change and E being the most sensitive.  

The criteria were defined as of either primary or secondary importance to the sensitivity of the landscape.  

• Primary factors represent more permanent features such as landform or the setting of existing buildings.  

• Secondary factors include those that are more temporary such as crops grown in a field or those that 
would adapt relatively rapidly to sensitive, well designed development.  

In addition a matrix was applied to rate the strength of character of the landscape. This consists of rating the 
evaluation of the impact of  

• landform,  
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• landcover,  
• visibility,  
• rarity and  
• continuity of the historic pattern against its functional integrity. 

The analysis makes three main assumptions: 

1. agriculturally marginal land is more likely to be of ecological interest than good agricultural land. 
2. pastoral land is more likely to support ecological interest as a result of less intensive use than arable. 
3. landscapes with woodland of ancient character are more ecologically valuable than other woodland character. 

Those areas characterised by fragmented woods and hedgerow remnants are more sensitive than larger 
woodland blocks largely due to lack of protection/awareness.  

Within Peterborough the only landscape related designation is the historic ‘Area of Best Landscape’ (ABL) 
designation. The Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan Area is not included in that designation. 

The approach developed for this Landscape Character Assessment has been based on that set out in Topic Paper 6 
– ‘Techniques and criteria for judging capacity and sensitivity’ which forms part of the Countryside Agency and 
Scottish Heritage guidance ‘Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland’.   
This document has now been updated by ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment’ October 2014 Natural 
England. ‘A Landscape Character Assessment concludes after characterisation of the landscape – the map(s) and 
accompanying descriptions of the character types and / or areas are the final product. This can then exist as a neutral 
baseline of the current character of the landscape. All Landscape Character Assessments should state their purpose 
and make a clear distinction between the outputs of the characterisation process, and any additional work (for 
example a sensitivity or capacity study, a landscape impact and visual impact assessment, or an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Management Plan) and related follow-on decisions/recommendations associated with making 
judgements to inform specific actions. The latter exercise is separate from the former – refer to Fig. 3. Outputs from 
each might be dealt with in separate documents or combined in a single document.’  
 
This study includes information on Sensitivity and Capacity of the landscape. These judgements are outside the scope 
of the Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan Landscape Character Assessment, which aims to inform judgements rather than 
promote them.  However the appraisals put forward have been considered when developing the PNP LCA 2016. 

The conclusions for the areas relevant to the Peakirk Neighbourhood Area are included in the summary sheets 

3. The Potential Urban Expansion to Peterborough – Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity for alternative 
sites The Landscape Partnership Ltd. for Peterborough City Council June 2006  

The following information is taken from that document. 

This report has been prepared by The Landscape Partnership Ltd for Peterborough City Council in support of the 
Local Development Framework and its considerations for Growth Options within Peterborough City Council (PCC). 
The report considers the potential impact of development on a number of identified sites over a range of landscape 
and visual criteria.   
This is a Sensitivity and Capacity Study based on Topic Paper 6 – ‘Techniques and criteria for judging capacity and 
sensitivity’ which forms part of the Countryside Agency and Scottish Heritage guidance ‘Landscape Character 
Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland’.  

The features selected to reflect existing landscape features are:  

• Slope analysis   
• Enclosure by vegetation   
• Complexity/scale   
• Condition   

The factors selected to reflect visual sensitivity are:   

• Openness to public view   
• Openness to private views   
• Relationship with existing urban built form   
• Relationship with existing villages   
• Scope to mitigate the development   

To reflect the Landscape Value a further criteria has been included. This uses the Area of Best Landscape 
designation as a proxy for the best ‘quality’ landscapes in the authority that have been identified in the past and 
supported through the Local Plan process. The Peakirk Neighbourhood Plan Area is not included in that designation. 
Overall Landscape Sensitivity + Landscape Value = Overall Landscape Capacity  

To effectively assess the Landscape Capacity of a site it is suggested in Topic Paper 6 that one needs to know what 
the potential development type is. For some of the twelve sites being considered there are outline proposals while for 
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others there are no specific proposals apart from a broad description of type. In the absence of any other detailed 
information it has therefore been assumed that the developments will include in the main 2-3 storey residential 
development. Employment areas will comprise 3-4 storey buildings. It is not anticipated that there will be any taller 
structures in the assessment unless otherwise stated in the detailed information.   

Two selected sites would have a marked effect on the setting of Peakirk Neighbourhood Area. 

Site 2 North Werrington,  
62.6 hectares, is part of a larger proposal that also covers Site 1 Hurn Road Werrington and includes the western part 
of the parish adjacent to Foxcovert Road. [Peakirk Character Area 12]. Overall Capacity Medium,  
Capacity Score - 42/75 
This would add to the coalescence between Peakirk and Glinton. It is on land designated as Green Wedge and the 
high pressure gas main from the Glinton compressor in Waterworks Lane, runs through it. 
Site 3 Werrington Bridge Road,  
227 hectares, with a possible 5,000 houses includes an area inside the south east Peakirk parish boundary. 
[Landscape Character Area 21]. Overall Capacity Medium Low, Capacity Score 38/75  
‘The site is relatively close to the village of Peakirk and the scale of development would be likely to have an adverse 
impact on the setting of the village.’ 

Map 8 Showing local areas under consideration in The Potential Urban Expansion to Peterborough – 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity for alternative sites The Landscape Partnership Ltd. for Peterborough 
City Council June 2006 

Peakirk CP
Urban Extension Proposals 2006

Date: 1-7-2014
Scale: 1:48553
Map Centre - easting / northing:

517814 / 302248
© Crown copyright and database right. All rights
reserved (100050657) 2014
© Contains Ordnance Survey Data : Crown
copyright and database right 2014

 
Historic Landscape Characterisation  
The historic character of the landscape helps us understand what makes a place distinctive, attractive and interesting 
to live in. The pattern of fields, type of boundaries and layout of roads, drains and railways that has built up over past 
centuries explains how the landscape was lived in. It is important that plans for future development add to the story, 
not wipe it out completely. Our landscape is not a ‘wild’ landscape, created by nature, but built by generations of the 
people who lived and worked here.  
Landscape Assessment must take full account of our heritage to produce an all round picture of how today’s 
landscape has come to be as it is. 
Most of the information in the study is taken from the following documents. 
Peakirk Conservation Area Appraisal Report and Management Plan Planning Services Peterborough City Council 
August 2010 
Rockingham Forest Trust Historic Environment Report: 2002-2009 -Zone 6 The Soke of Peterborough by Tracey 
Partida  
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Map 9 The Soke of Peterborough 

 
 
Peakirk is identified as one of the nine townships in the northern Soke of Peterborough, between the watershed of the 
River Nene in the south and the River Welland in the north, which form Zone 6 of the Historic Environment report 
written by Tracey Partida.  

In medieval times owners and tenants from each township farmed the large, arable open fields in common, each one 
being divided into ‘furlongs’. Peakirk also probably had areas of pasture, wood and meadow, possibly on the 
floodplain of the River Welland and also contained a small block of fen, identified as North Fen. This is the landscape 
recorded by John Clare in the 19th Century. 

Parliamentary Enclosure of Peakirk, along with Helpston, Maxey, Northborough, Glinton, and Etton took eleven years 
to complete. The Inclosure Act of 1809 prompted the end of the open field system and led to enclosure of common 
land at Peakirk Long Meadow and Moor. The landscape changed as paths or baulks between open fields were re-
routed and the open landscape was replaced by hedges and hedgerow trees surrounding small fields.  

A main concern in low lying Peakirk was the maintenance of the drains and watercourses and the Inclosure Awards 
required the appointment of commissioners ‘to ensure that existing drains and associated features such as tunnels, 
watergates, sluices, banks and bridges were to be scoured, repaired and widened, and where necessary to set out 
new ones.’ This responsibility was to be a communal one and a surveyor was to be appointed ‘with or without’ salary 
to oversee this. 

In addition to the enclosure of open fields and pastures, some land within the villages was also allotted to individuals 
and enclosed. 
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Agricultural Land Classification. 
The farmland in the parish is mainly classified under the old MAFF provisional agricultural land 
classification as Grade 3 Good to moderate quality, shown here in green. 
The PCC Local Plan Preliminary Draft 2016 Sustaian ability Appraisal Framework 5. Local and Sustainable 
food promotes the conservation and wise use of productive land. 

 

Map 10 Agricultural Land Classification  
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East Region

1:250 000 Series Agricultural Land Classification  

This map represents a generalised pattern of land classification grades and any enlargement of the scale of
the map would be misleading. This map does not show subdivisions of Grade 3 which are normally mapped
by more detailed survey work.

1:250 000 at A0

Further information 
Details of the system of grading can be found in: Agricultural Land Classification of England and Wales:
revised guidelines and criteria for grading the quality of agricultural land. www.defra.gov.uk 

For further information about the availability of Agricultural Land Classification data, including more detailed
local surveys, please contact the Natural England Enquiry Service on 0845 600 3078 or e-mail
enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk

Non-Agricultural Land

Land predominantly in urban use

Other land primarily in non-agricultural use

Grade Description

1 Excellent

2 Very Good

3 Good to Moderate

4 Poor

5 Very Poor
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Section	  Four:	  Methodology	  
Study	  Area	  
The study area includes all of the designated Peakirk Neighbourhood Area. The areas are identified on Map 11. Several 
areas in the adjacent parishes of Glinton and Newborough that are important to the setting of the village are also included. 
These are Area 15A Deeping Road West and Area 21 South of the Folly River to Werrington parkway. 

Map 11 Peakirk Landscape Character Areas 

 
11 Meadow Road 
12 Foxcovert Road 
13 Deeping Road East and South Drain 
14 The Old Wildfowl Trust 
15a Deeping Road West.  
15b Hermitage field  
16 Rectory Lane North and South Fields 
17 Allotments, Rimmer's field and 14-24 St Pegas Rd field 
18 St Pegas Rd to the Car Dyke  
19 Werrington Lakes 
20 Between the railway and the Folly River from Werrington parkway to Thorney Road. 
21 South of the Folly River to Werrington parkway 
22 The Folly River. 
23 Thorney Road to the Corporation Bank 
24 Follybank Crossing Meadows 
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1. Desk	  Study	  
The first stage was to undertake a comprehensive desk based assessment including: 

Geology Local Geology based on information from GEO EAST. 

Land Form and Topography, based on the OS contour map 

Scale based on OS maps and local photos. 

Hydrology, based on data from The Environment Agency, The Deeping and Welland Internal Drainage Board, The 
North Level Internal Drainage Board and Managing Flood Risk - River Welland Catchment Flood Plan. 

Soils, Local soils are identified by the LandIS soil map Soilscapes, which is a 1:250,000 scale, simplified soils dataset 
covering England and Wales. It was created from the more detailed National Soil Map (NATMAPvector) with the purpose 
of effectively communicating a general understanding of the variations which occur between soil types, and how soils 
affect the environment 
It has been developed by Cranfield University and is sponsored by Defra.  
Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) maps from Defra (England) show the Grading of local farmland.  
Land Cover/Flora and Fauna based on Land Cover Map 2010, produced by Defra and the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology, using data from the Countryside Survey 2007.   

Land use based on Land Cover Map 2010, produced by Defra and the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, using data 
from the Countryside Survey 2007 and OS maps showing built development and infrastructure. 

Public Rights of Way based on the Definitive Map Public Rights of Way - Peterborough City Council 

Historical Data based on the Peakirk Conservation Area Appraisal Report and Management Plan Planning Services 
Peterborough City Council August 2010 and Rockingham Forest Trust Historic Environment Report: 2002-2009 -Zone 
6 The Soke of Peterborough by Tracey Partida  

2. Field	  Study	  
The second stage involved visiting all the sites, walking the footpaths and lanes within the parish and taking photos of 
interesting views and features. A survey sheet was developed to record useful information on site. This was carried out by 
members of the Neighbourhood Planning Group and their families and friends. All members of the group know the area well, 
many living here for thirty years or more. 

The areas are numbered 13 to 24 as this continues on from the Peakirk Character Assessment numbered 1 to 12. Number 
11 Meadow Road and Number 12 Foxcovert Rd also play a part in this study as they are small settlements in open 
countryside. It soon became clear that one site, the original Area 15 comprised 2 fields of separate identities, so this was split 
into 15A and 15B.  

The results were recorded on the forms with photographs and written notes describing unusual features, views, landmarks 
etc. [these can be seen in the evidence base]. 

This survey was undertaken during summer/autumn 2015. Seasonal changes were evident on the ground during this time, 
but we all know these areas so well we were able to highlight possible omissions to the survey work. 

Our agricultural landscape changes dramatically over the farming year as crops are sown and harvested, but this added to 
the dynamic seasonal changes enjoyed by the people living in and using this landscape and we tried to capture this in our 
survey work. 

3. Collating	  Results	  
The next stage involved comparing results from the field study with those from the desk study and preparing a report with 
maps at a scale of 1:10,000 on our findings. This report mapped, classified and described the distinctive Landscape 
Character Areas of the Peakirk Neighbourhood Area. 

4. Community	  Consultation	  
The fourth stage involved input from the whole community. We held a Sunday afternoon consultation, This formed part of the 
event to launch celebrations for 1,000 years of continuous settlement in Peakirk. Over 50 people attended, many giving 
positive feedback on our displays and making useful suggestions of further details to be included. We also included casual 
observations made by people whom we talked to whilst carrying out the survey work. 

We also took our draft results to the Village Fete in May 2016 and asked for comments. 

This process has not been as linear as described. When new ideas, comments and results were put forward, the information 
was reassessed to ensure all points were captured. 
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Section	  Five	  	  

Conclusion.	  
Peakirk is a small rural parish on the edge of Peterborough.  
Peterborough City Council are committed to a growth strategy that will result in building over 1,000 houses each year 
up to 2036. The city will have to grow outwards to achieve this and Peakirk is a village that will be affected. The most 
difficult thing is to balance the obvious need for new houses with retaining the setting and character of Peakirk village. 
This Landscape Character Assessment aims to look at the areas in our Parish that have been identified by the City 
Council as possible sites for development, at a scale impossible without local knowledge and draw conclusions that 
will inform future decision making.  
Our aim is not to hold back new sustainable development, but to support the future growth of the village in the places 
that do not threaten the intrinsic value of the rural setting of Peakirk. 


