MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PEAKIRK PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 215" OCTOBER 2024, IN THE
VILLAGE HALL, STARTING AT 7:30PM

Present: Councillors Henry Clark (Chair), Sally Jackson and Sarah Smith.
Also in attendance: Ward Councillor Neil Boyce and Angela Hankins (Clerk)

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

Public Question Time — no members of the public present.
Apologies received from Clirs Emma Crowson, Kam Sisodia and Anne Tuley.
There were no declarations of interest.

The minutes of the previous meeting dated 16™ September 2024 were approved and signed as a true
record.

Correspondence:

68.1  Anglian Water Pipeline Autumn Update — members noted the delays to this project and the new
expected completion date of Summer 2026.

68.2  Allotment Society Magazine — taken by Clir Clark for passing to Clir Jackson.

68.3  Countryside Voices, the CPRE Magazine along with AGM literature passed to Cllr Smith.

68.3  There was no other correspondence.

Planning:

69.1  Members noted the “No objection” response to application 24/01231/CTR for Works to Trees
situated within a Conservation Area at the Old Rectory, Rectory Lane, Peakirk for felling of 2
conifers, removal of hanging sycamore branches and deadwood and removal of scrub/understory
including brambles and elder trees less than 75mm at chest height.

69.2  Clir Clark reported on the emerging Local Plan, the subject of the recent parish liaison meeting. A
presentation had been made at that meeting by David Shaw, a planner who is also a parish
councillor - a chart was produced showing growth vs economic prosperity indicating that going for
growth is not necessarily a good thing. Maybe the Local Plan has the wrong objective?
Government housing targets are big and ambitious, but are they right for Peterborough? A
potential large development of housing and employment at Great Kyne (Castor and Ailsworth)
could cause flooding problems and loss of wildlife in Castor Hanglands. The new local plan is
required to go to 2041, but the City Council want it to go to 2044. It was suggested that more
houses for rent are needed rather than private developers’ profit. Martin Chilcott spoke
convincingly about the need to make Peterborough more attractive.

The next draft of the Local Plan is due out mid-February. The parish council will need to respond
at the appropriate time. A meeting has already been arranged by Clir Boyce for 24" February for
parish councils along with the speakers above and the City Council’s Nature Recovery Officer,
Rowan Rumball.

Councillor Boyce to circulate slides from the above presentation.

69.3  Members noted the planned attendance of Gary Roffey, the Rural Housing Enabler for
Cambridgeshire ACRE at the next meeting.

69.4  Other planning matters: application 24/01356/CTR for tree works at Greystones (Peakirk House),
consisting of reduction in height of yew hedge by 2metres, deadwood and crown-raise over road
by 5.5metres to the cedar and holm oak and reduction in height by 4 metres to 2 yew trees was
considered.

Clerk to respond with “no objections”.

Maintenance:

70.1  Grass-cutting — confirmation had been received that Mr Harding was willing to continue with the
contract.

70.2  Folly Bridge re-painting — paint colour still to be agreed, work to be postponed until the Spring.



71.

72.

73.

70.3

70.4

70.5

70.6.

70.7

70.8

70.9

70.10

Play equipment on the Village Green — maintenance, inspection report and repainting: the Clerk
advised that the City Council undertakes a weekly visual inspection and has recently carried out an
operation inspection. The safety surface on the sweeping seesaw has been replaced. There is ho
budget available from the City Council for repairs or signage, if necessary items would be taken
out of action. It may be possible for the parish council to repaint the apple and shark springies — a
task for the springtime. Details to be agreed with Jayne Jarvis at Peterborough Limited first.
Village History Information Board near to the bus shelter — ClIr Clark advised that he had not yet
contacted the company responsible.

Clerk to advise CliIr Clark of the date of the refurbishment.

Peakirk duck sign at Glinton end of St Pega’s Road —ClIr Smith advised that this will be finished
shortly.

Clirs Clark and Smith to liaise regarding a template for the cover.

Recommendations and prices for replacement aluminium dog signs with an inbuilt stake had been
circulated by Clir Crowson.

It was agreed to purchase a set of 2 signs in the sum of £18.99.

Clerk to organise.

It was noted that a new date was needed to complete the Village Walkabout.

Clerk and Clir Crowson to arrange.

Members agreed to accept the quote for the trimming of the yew hedge along the Village Green in
the sum of £250.

Clerk to advise contractor.

Members approved the appointment of Caroline Hall to undertake a site visit and tree survey of
the Village Green in the sum of £375.

Clerk to arrange.

The clerk advised that the “Ramp” sign had finally been removed from the Follly Bridge by the City
Council.

Finance:

711
71.2
71.3

71.4

71.5

Approval given for payment of salary and home working allowance to Mrs A Hankins for October.
Authorisation given for payment of invoice from PCVS in the sum of £36 for payroll services.
Authorisation given for payment of invoice to the Community Heartbeat Trust for replacement
defibrillator pads in the sum of £76.74.

Councillors were reminded that authorisation is required for all expenditure prior to the event.
Members considered a draft budget for 2025/26, circulated prior to the meeting. The budget was
approved and it was agreed that the General Precept would not be increased but remain at the
same level as the current financial year.

Adoption of Financial Regulations: ClIr Clark had omitted to send a copy of the new regulations
including only those legal required to Clir Tuley.

Clir Tuley to bring a revised document to the next meeting for adoption.

Road Safety / Speed Watch:

72.1

72.2

72.3

Response from Police in relation to speed data — ClIr Clark had spoken with the Chief Constable,
Nick Dean at the recent CAPALC conference. No response has yet been received in relation to the
police response to collected speed data. Clir Clerk to chase after 1 month.

It was noted that Councillor Boyce now sits on the Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Panel as well
as the Fire Authority.

ClIr Clark to notify Clir Boyce if nothing heard.

Positioning of signs — it was agreed that the VAS on Thorney Road would be turned to face
incoming traffic. Data will continue to be measured in both directions.

Speed Watch — it was noted that a session is planned for early November.

Climate Emergency/ Biodiversity:

73.1

Update from Clir Jackson on Carbon Literacy training — nothing yet arranged.
ClIr Jackson to try again to arrange dates for a course.



74.

75.

76.

73.2

73.3

PANZ project — CllIr Jackson advised that PECT are arranging a 2-hour workshop session in Glinton
during November or December as part of the Peterborough Accelerated Net Zero project.

It was agreed that she should register Peakirk as an interested group as well as collaborating
with Glinton parish council.

Update on 30/30 project - Clir Jackson advised that an interim report had been received from
Sarah Lambert but not the final report. The clerk reminded members of the terms of the funding.
ClIr Jackson to obtain date for receipt of the final report.

Other items relating to PCEG: it was noted that the suggested Hedgerow Project for Mile Drove
has been discontinued. Councillor Jackson spoke of an idea for a field edge footpath from the
South Drain to the Maxey Cut and was reminded that this area is not within Peakirk Parish.

ClIr Jackson provided members with a list of potential actions that could be promoted to reduce
carbon footprint taken from The Great Collaboration website. It was agreed that this should be
discussed by the PCEG group. Members were reminded that Cllr Clark sits on the Steering Group
for the Great Collaboration in the East of England, but this is very much in its infancy.

ClIr Jackson will be having a table at the village table-top sale in December to promote swapping /
recycling.

Emergency Plan —it was agreed that this item, held over from the September meeting, would be held over
to December.

Councillors Report:
Clir Smith requested more awareness within the village of scams and cyber security, possibly via a talk.
ClIr Boyce to pass details of relevant contact to the Clerk.

The clerk reported that she and ClIr Sisodia had spent a very informative day with the North Level District
Drainage Board.

Remembrance - ClIr Jackson offered to place the poppy wreaths and crosses near to the village
monument.

Christmas Lights — ClIr Clark offered to put the lights on the monument in readiness for a switch on in
December.

Clir Boyce advised that any request for CLF monies needed to be with him by the beginning of December.

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 18" November.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:21pm.



